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Cranbrook Elementary School
Is there anything else you would like us to consider about the Northwest Options as presented?
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Individual Paper:
 Cranbrook is a great school. It's like a special school. It's more like international school. Kids are there from
everywhere! Too many languages. It's just amazing school. Me as a parent I love the school and I wish that
you don't close it!
 Cranbrook is unique - very international! We love our neighborhood schools and serve a very diverse
population. Combine Ecole Kenwood and Spanish immersion on one site; and put Cranbrook into new
building.
 I want Cranbrook elementary school to stay open because it is very good staff and high education. All my
sons graduate in same school. It's an international school. Strong school community is important to English
language learning - closing Cranbrook would be a detriment to OSU international community.
 I would like to rebuild Cranbrook considered that not many school have music. It has great location
because is located at hidden away from busy streets - tucked away deep into neighborhood (Cranbrook).
It has great space for green areas and to build some playground.
 I would strongly recommend keeping Cranbrook ES open as is in the current site. The school serves a big
number of families. The performance by the school is very good. The teachers are all excellent. I have 3
kids going there & they are doing an amazing job. The current site does not have any other school
[illegible] to us. I tried different schools & I couldn't find a comparable performance to that of Cranbrook.
Closing that school or changing its site will be literally a disaster for my families.
 In looking at the plans, my one plan does not close Cranbrook. As a parent of 2 children at Cranbrook I
have split feelings about this. On the land, based on your population projections I have concerns this
closure makes sense. On the other hand A. I believe your population projections are too conservative.
There are a lot of babies lining in the surrounded area Cranbrook alone. B. The school is a kindergarten. We
transferred in at 2nd grade & this school is an amazing true international experience. The staff is amazing &
supports students to achieve their potential despite huge obstacles with ESL & diversity of all types. They do
miracles with meagre resources. Losing this community would be a huge misstep. I urge you to reconsider
closing this unique & precious school.
 Replace Cranbrook with a new building. Consider proximity to OSU needs to be considered for Cranbrook
to be kept. Rebuild on site. Consider diversity of the school that makes Cranbrok unique. Do not
consolidate to Hubbard. Hubbard's distance from Cranbrook is a concern for parents. Only option other
than to rebuild Cranbrook is to consolidate with Winterset ES. Proximity is a plus between Cranbrook
Winterset. Parents state why don't you feed into the "program school" that parents strongly support and
feed into that? Don't just look at the numbers.
 You need to consider lottery numbers or people will leave the district. Cranbrook is on a short list of schools
who has won the blue ribbon award. Our school is high performing our scores are 17% higher than the
district average. 94% of students passed 3rd grade guarantee 96% of 3rd graders passed Parcc math. We
got a B on out report card. 1/2 of our students are lottery. We are the closest school to OSU. We have a
partnership with OSU reading recovery. We have green space in a safe neighborhood. We have a lot of
diversity and our community is making an outdoor classroom for the kids. We have 5 units of special ed
and all get along. Add to our reputation and don't destroy it. Keep the schools in safe neighborhoods
open.
 Why isn't Cranbrook a site for rebuilding? It has almost the same acreage as Winterset and it is not right off
of a busy road. There is more of a neighborhood feel and the site is more aesthetically pleasing, as well are
it lends itself to outdoor education. Are all of the options dependent on passing a bond issue in the fall?
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Web:
 As a grandmother of a student and a member of the community, Cranbrook has an excellent reputation
the support of our neighborhood. We have positive feelings and give our support to Columbus City
Schools because of our interactions with our neighborhood school.
 Because of the feeder community at Cranbrook I feel it would be a mistake to close it. We get the
international grad students children from all over the world and they feel very comfortable and are able to
help each other here because so much of the enrollment aren't from the US. This year we have 37
countries represented and 18 different languages spoken. It would be good to keep this smaller
community together.
 Closing Cranbrook would be very detrimental to the community it serves. There is a very unique
population that attends this school and Cranbrook gives these students the best educational foundation
possible.
 Cranbrook ES school is a great school... It has too many languages that made it so very special. The school
has an amazing staff that works too hard. It would be a lost if for all the students if runbook get closed. We
as parents appreciate and value the school.. As Muslim community we appreciate the school.. Our kids
can get their studies praying for the school.
 Cranbrook Elementary is a unique school where kids from around the world without bothering from the
people. They feel like the other kids who lives in the statutes... They treated fairly.. We love the school .. Last
day my kids was praying for not closing the school, cause he didn't want to move to other and lose his
friends... We all receive their education. It would be a great loss to all those kids if Cranbrook is closed.
They not only learn about general education but also they learn how to value and appreciate other
cultures and traditions. The Latino community feels very supported by Cranbrook personnel and they know
their kids are in a safe place. A place in which they feel at home.
 Cranbrook elementary is a wonderful close-knit school and it would be a disservice to those students to
uproot them from this school community. Specifically there are great special needs classrooms where the
students are with the same classroom and teachers for multiple years; to change their environment is a
huge impact to their educational structure and ability to focus on learning.
 Cranbrook Elementary should not be closed. The data reflects lower numbers but this school is the most
diverse elementary school in the district and is known for their knowledge of culture. Also, Cranbrook has 5
special education units there. That decreases a schools number. With special education students
increasing as well as ESL, why would we close a school that is already meeting the needs of both of these
populations?
 Cranbrook is in a beautiful spot. Please keep it there! The neighborhood doesn't want an empty building
sitting there.
 Cranbrook has a rich history as an elementary school, however, if you do decide not to keep it open, I
would appreciate it if you'd consider making the property a park vs. leasing it as a charter school. My
home sits right by the school and I am concerned about property values in the long term. Thank you!
 Cranbrook has not had a principal (leadership) for the last THREE years. Every day is total chaos (SPED
students are out of control). PLEASE put the students first and close Cranbrook.
 Cranbrook should remain open because it is the only walkable elementary on the southeast of the
planning area and proposing to close Whetstone High will probably lead to the rejection of the bond in
November.
 Cranbrook is a unique community amenity with a strong international component due to proximity to OSU
and should not be closed.
 I want to say that Cranbrook is the best school and best teachers. My kids both in Cranbrook they help
them and work with them in ELL. To help them to be the same as there class I love all the teachers there
and can't thank them what they do with my kids.
All comments are unedited.
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Cranbrook Elementary School is a unique school community with an uncommon blend of students from
some 38 different countries taught by a committed staff of widely experienced teachers and support staff.
The unusual number of ELL students requires ELL staff for two levels of proficiency within the building. This
diversity itself is a valuable asset with students helping students as well, especially when new students are
acclimating to the school procedures and traditions. Almost half of their students come to them through
the lottery, indicating its status as a safe, respected, positive academic place for many children, even
those new to this country. In addition to its ethnic diversity Cranbrook has 4 or 5 special education classes,
enabling all the students to benefit in an atmosphere of positive and encouraging acceptance while
learning. Its setting in a quiet neighborhood and with an abundance of green space on school grounds
has led to the developing of a new outdoor classroom for students to experience and interact with the
environment and habitat available there. As a former Blue Ribbon school, Cranbrook has a rich tradition
of academics and growth. With the nearness of The Ohio State University the school has welcomed
partnership with OSU in Reading Recovery Programs as well as other areas. As a retired CPS educator, I
recognize Cranbrook's valuable contributions and cannot imagine denying its students an education
there.
Cranbrook is in a great neighborhood and has plenty of place for kids to play. An ideal school!
Cranbrook Elementary sits on a wonderful location for a land lab. Teachers have been working with OSU
and FLOW this year to restore the area around Slyh Run with native plants and have involved the students
in this process. Students are excited to make a difference on their school grounds, and have really
become engaged in this process. As there are other alternative options in CCS, I would encourage you to
consider making Cranbrook part of those alternatives by focusing on a nature based curriculum. There are
many studies that show environment-based curriculum has many advantages such as improved
standardized test scores in core subjects as well as critical thinking and problem solving. In addition
students have shown an improvement in behavior and attendance as well by not just engaging the
students in their learning but by helping them make connections between class material and their lives.
The neighborhood is also highly invested in and supportive of the restoration happening on the school
grounds. This is one neighborhood school that will only be made stronger by these connections with the
surrounding community. We would love the chance to show you how great this school, and environmentbased education can be and what it can do for the students, teachers, and the community. The literature
is out there, many schools in the US and across the world are making this investment in their students, the
future of their communities, and the health of the environment and are seeing positive results. Cranbrook
teachers and administration have made the investment, as well as local organizations and businesses to
make this happen, now we need your support.
Cranbrook is an amazing neighborhood school with an amazing staff and a diverse student population. It
is a gem in Columbus City schools which needs to remain open. I'm a parent of a Cranbrook student and
a teacher in CCS and have loved my child's experience as a student at Cranbrook!! Closing it would be an
awful mistake!!
I disagree with all options that close Cranbrook ES. That's a successful school in a desirable neighborhood.
Cranbrook has always been a hidden gem in CCS.
Do not close Cranbrook. Students in the area would have to travel too far to school.
Cranbrook is a diverse school in which many families choose to lottery in. Families, both in the
neighborhood and those who lottery in, establish close relationships with the students and staff at
Cranbrook. Our children from around the world soon learn English and progress in their studies. They
develop friendships and learn to work and play together. Cranbrook is in close proximity to The Ohio State
University, which has partnered with us over the years to enhance our learning. The property Cranbrook is
located on is spacious and home to an environmental classroom currently being developed.
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Cranbrook is a fantastic school with amazing faculty and staff. They really have built something special at
the school that is beneficial to everyone in the community. To take that away would be to rob them of
everything they have accomplished and succeeded in building. A great number of the teachers have
been there for decades and have experience that is invaluable. It's not just a building. It's the heart of the
neighborhood. It will crush a great number of young student's hearts to see all of this disappear. Consider
that when redrawing up your plans for our future.
Cranbrook is a school that is a celebration of diversity of all kinds with close ties to OSU. In fact, Cranbrook
is the closest elementary school to OSU. The parents are able to walk or take a short cab ride from
campus to get to Cranbrook and frequently do. Cranbrook has five units of special education which only
adds to the celebration of diversity that you will find there. Cranbrook has never been a school that has
a fancy new building or the best technology that you can find in the district. In spite of that fact
Cranbrook has a proven record of success. Cranbrook is a former blue ribbon school that still out performs
most of the district. Cranbrook is on a beautiful piece of property in a safe community. Children and
parents can feel safe and nurtured at Cranbrook regardless of their language barrier or disability. The
outdoor space even lends itself to an outdoor classroom. There are not many places in the district where
an outdoor classroom can be put and available for students and the community. Cranbrook is a hidden
gem in this community. That is easy to see when you consider that over half of the people here are here
by their own choice. Lastly, ELL students will never fit in at a mastery school. ELL students do not learn that
way. When a mastery school is run properly, you must master on thing before moving on to the next. This
kind of school is usually filled by a lottery. It is a commitment to a special kind of learning. Children
learning English will never fit in at a mastery school. This would be an enormous disservice to them and
their community.
For two years I had the opportunity to teach an after school exercise class for the teachers at Cranbrook.
Cranbrook is a great school, located in a beautiful safe community. The teachers I had the opportunity to
meet were all energetic and caring individuals who loved what they did. Cranbrook is a very diverse
school, I heard over two dozen countries are represented in enrollment. Cranbrook also has an amazing
special needs classroom with several multiple disability students. These students receive amazing care from
their teachers. I also know a number of teachers and students from Cranbrook participate in the special
Olympics every year!
I hope Cranbrook stays open. Thank you for taking the time to read this, A
Cranbrook supporter and Columbus resident for the past 31 years.
Given the types of learning disabled students served at the Cranbrook location, any relocation/
consolidation would be seriously detrimental to that student population. Also younger students,
particularly those with learning disabilities, are much safer and in a better learning environment when
educated as much as possible in a neighborhood school.
I am against any plan calling for the closure of Cranbrook. Cranbrook is important to the local community
and shares a close relationship with Ohio State. Cranbrook consistently is one of the top performing
schools in Columbus and has been recognized as a Blue Ribbon School. Cranbrook is uniquely diverse
with 35 to 40 different nationalities represented, and it has a strong relationship with the ELL Community.
Finally, it offers a beautiful setting in a safe neighborhood with great outdoor space in the Olentangy
Watershed. The planners failed to take into account Cranbrook's unique qualities in determining what is
best for the district. While the high schools require renovation, the massive nature of these plans requires
a levy- the size of which would be unrealistic to expect passage. A better plan is needed on how to fund
the projects or they need to be scaled back in number.
My wife has been working at Cranbrook for over 10 years. The teachers support each other like they are
family. The school is in a nice neighborhood and there is a big playground for the kids. Please keep
Cranbrook open.

All comments are unedited.
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I have been an Instructional Assistant at Cranbrook ES for twelve years, have worked in several different
capacities and with three principals. From the moment I arrived here, I became enamored of the cultural
diversity that rivals the U.N. We typically have a student population from approximately thirty countries,
speaking up to forty languages. What these children lack in "prior knowledge" as it applies to standardized
testing, they more than make up for in life experience, their ability to absorb and learn a foreign language,
to embrace our customs while assimilating themselves into our culture, and yet hold on to their native
languages and cultures. Because we have five Special Ed. classrooms, dedicated to twelve students (1) or
fewer (4), Cranbrook's student population count appears low. If one were to tour our building, however, it
would be discerned that we are, indeed, quite crowded. Cranbrook is neatly tucked into a lovely little
neighborhood with many young families. We have parents and staff members who attended Cranbrook
themselves. I would think it possible to rebuild on the current site because we have land behind our school
which would allow for the structure itself to be pushed back, allowing for significantly more space for
parking and bus turn-around. The staff here is as dedicated as I'm sure others are, but I noticed a sense of
acceptance and nurturing here from (my) day one. My own children, who were raised in CCS and have
traveled and/or been deployed abroad, absolutely love spending time with our students. On multiple
occasions my children have been speakers at Career Day and, when deployed, received letters and
pictures from Cranbrook students as we interfaced the writing portfolio requirements with letters to Troops.
The symbiotic relationship here at Cranbrook is invaluable in my life and I'm sure would be a deep loss
within the community. Is it possible to crowd more students and staff into fewer facilities ? Can students
and educators find success in such situations? I'm quite sure the answer to both is yes, but I feel that what
the Cranbrook Learning Community loses if far more than any measurable gains made by the destruction
and disbursement of Cranbrook.
How do we rightly educate our students? This question has been at the core of education. George
Washington said "The best means of forming a... virtuous and happy people will be found in the education
of youth. Without this foundation every other means, in my opinion, must fail". Today the question of how
we rightly educate our students on their path to a better future still stands. The only way to ensure the right
path for our students is to select Round 2, Option 1b. Cranbrook is a fine school and has demonstrated
nothing less. According to the State Report Card the school did 215% better compared to the rest of the
district on passing their third grade state testing in mathematics. In fact, Cranbrook does better compared
to other district schools in virtually every category in the grades tested (3rd-5th). Furthermore, Cranbrook
has received a Blue Ribbon award. The record of success is clear and ending it after years of progress is
not the way to go. Supportive communities, not just new buildings is what makes education great. While
the plan to rebuild our schools is undoubtedly needed, it would be short sighted to wreck the communities
that have caused success. Cranbrook is located in a fantastic community. Events such as International
Night are widely attended throughout the area. The unique location near OSU has created a community
focused on education and many have huddled around Cranbrook through various partnerships. In
addition, being a suburban school in a nice area has created a friendly and healthy environment for
children. The community of success is present and a new building is needed but not what makes a school
great. Columbus City Schools has undergone a lot. This plan is a great step into the future to make our
district more competitive than ever before. However when working with our local schools we cant forget
this "hidden-gem". Education begins at the elementary level. High Schools are often emphasized but we
can not loose sight of how we make those schools because that is not right. What is right is continuing the
best means to educate our children. Dramatically high performance and supportive communities are
what is right for our schools and students. In order to continue the success of Cranbrook and do what's
right for our students, we must select Round 2, Option 1b.
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I am an Instructional Assistant for 1/4 MD classrooms at Cranbrook. In addition to academics for our
students, we use our surrounding areas to teach our students social skills. We walk throughout the
neighborhood everyday that weather permits and work on safety signs and rules. We use real life
examples to emphasis colors, shapes, what is right and what looks wrong. Our students play outside at
recess with the general students like soccer and basketball. We have two play areas, one in the grass and
mulch and another fenced in area for the younger students. Staff and PTA have joined efforts to plant
trees for shade. Our students take pride in Cranbrook and clean up the grounds. Our school is small but
we have 26 countries represented. Our ESL unit is strong and successful. These students are exposed to a
real neighborhood school. The 4 MD units at Cranbrook participate in Special Olympics. We use the
playground to practice our running, throwing and jumps. Our MD units are included in so many aspects of
the general population here at Cranbrook i.e.. classroom inclusions, specials, field trips, awards,
playground, field day. Cranbrook is the true definition of that "friendly school in a safe neighborhood." It
would be a great loss to the students in this neighborhood if Cranbrook closed.
I have been working at Cranbrook for 10 years in a MD classroom. I have seen our students grow from K
age to graduates going to middle school. The staff at Cranbrook is energetic and creative. That attitude
trickles down to students and parents. We use our outside facilities so much. Our PTA bought the school
picnic tables for the courtyard and those tables are used by students and staff all the time. Cranbrook
sponsors an International night (coming up May 19.) In the past it has been covered by the press,
attended by the Superintendent as well as hundreds of students, staff and neighbors. Being so close to
OSU our school is known for its diversity, safe neighborhoods, beautiful green grass play area for future
soccer players for the CREW and of course the students. Please consider rebuilding on these same
grounds. It has so much to offer.
HI! I am a kindergarten teacher at Cranbrook. I have been here for years. I student taught here from the
Ohio State University in 1984. I need you to know quickly about the relationships I have developed over
the years. I OFTEN have students come back to see me when they are visiting Columbus. In fact, I have 2
high school students "shadowing" me on Friday. They are interested in becoming future teachers. Please
consider the importance of our future educators! Please keep OUR SCHOOL OPEN !
I am a resident of the Cranbrook Elementary School neighborhood. I have a daughter who will be
attending Cranbrook in a year and I have helped to run a tutoring program. This neighborhood school is
what drew us to the area. It is a unique gem with diversity and an incredible staff. We are absolutely
heartbroken that Cranbrook school might close. It is on a beautiful piece of property that has much
potential. It is my view that the unique culture of Cranbrook is valuable and should remain open. Even if
that means updating or re-building the school. Some CCS staff indicated that the property (which is 10
acres) is not ideal for building due to the small entrance and the set up of the land. I disagree and feel
that the neighborhood would be willing to tolerate some construction traffic if that means that there will
still be a neighborhood school. We value the fact that our daughter lives in this school neighborhood and
could walk to school. This will not happen if Cranbrook is closed and she is bussed to Hubbard (which is
not close) or to Winterset. We value the nationhood school. We also value the pathway Cranbrook is
in...Ridgeview and then Centennial. Round 2 Option 1b is the best option. Cranbrook should not be
closed. One thing that would make this option even better would be to make the new elementary school
(located at Glenmont) be in the Dominion pathway instead of the Ridgeview one. This weary the
Glenmont children can remain with their neighborhood friends and go to the same middle school. Then
you could move the Weinland Park ES to the Ridgeview pathway in order to balance out the numbers for
each pathway. Thank you for taking the time to listen to public opinions. We truly hope you will listen and
that Cranbrook can remain open.
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I know several teachers/teacher's aids that work at Cranbrook and know how closely they work with the
students and how proud they are of their school. Did you know there are 26 countries represented in the
enrollment at Cranbrook? Cranbrook participates in Special Olympics. It is located in a nice safe
neighborhood. The staff of Cranbrook service several students with multiple disabilities.
Please do not close Cranbrook elementary school!!!!!! I want my children to go there! It is such a wonderful
area with grass and room for the children to play. The teachers are wonderful and the neighborhood is
safe.
Please keep small, neighborhood schools. We want the school Cranbrook to remain open in our
neighborhood.
I think Cranbrook is a fine elementary that serves a wide variety of students from many different
backgrounds and countries. Some come from over the ocean, some from other parts of Columbus, some
from the neighborhood and some from graduate student families at OSU. That makes school events and
activities seem a little like a small United Nations gathering. It is an asset to the neighborhood and it is a
fine school.
I think option 2 1b is the best because it keeps Cranbrook elementary school. It is a wonderful diverse
school that is in a safe community. There is a lot of space for the children to play and it is safe for the
children. They often take walks and help clean up part of the community. The teachers are very
passionate and dedicated. There is a huge and diverse ESL population. Not only are there a lot of
international student and families, but many units with children with special needs. We are united and work
well together no matter our backgrounds. There are many important programs that are a part of
Cranbrook such as international night, Special Olympics, We all feel a part of our community and our
proud of our school. My family has lived in this community for many years and the school has been an
important part of it. It would be sad not to have the children playing close by in the neighborhood.
I would like for you to consider that closing Cranbrook Elementary, one of the highest performing
elementary schools in the district makes absolutely no sense. Why would you even consider moving kids
from a high performing school to a lower performing school? Perhaps you should think about integrating
students from the lower performing schools to the higher performing schools and let them assimilate to
higher standards. Taking kids from higher performing schools and putting them in lower performing schools
will only lead to them assimilating to the lower standards. My wife is a substitute teacher in the district and
some of the stories that she tells me about some of the other elementary schools are absolutely
unbelievable. I know for a fact that at some elementary schools there is pretty much next to no learning
going on (perhaps a parent problem more than a school problem). It sounds to me like at some of those
schools we would be better off with police officers in charge of classes instead of teachers. So, fix the
schools that are NOT performing, and don't fix what isn't broke at the ones that are performing. LEAVE
CRANBROOK OPEN!!!
In an age when we are finally realizing that bigger is not always better, and we have begun to focus on
small businesses, walkability, and community connectivity, we would be taking a step backwards if we
consolidate our elementary schools. It is also important that citizens have the opportunity to attend school
in their own community. Smaller scale schools located within neighborhoods, help generate pride of
place. This pride is important as we attempt to encourage development and movement back to the city
of Columbus. We need to do everything we can to stay competitive with surrounding suburbs. Smaller
scale schools that children and families have the opportunity to walk or bike to are important assets.
Elementary schools of about 350 students seems appropriate. Schools of this scale encourage children to
form bonds with a close group of people and build communities. I disagree with the options to close
Cranbrook. Those who live in the Cranbrook neighborhood would have to travel 4-6 miles to the Winterset
or Hubbard.
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Please don't close Cranbrook!!! It is the gem of Columbus city schools. If your going to rebuild, rebuild on
Cranbrook site. It's a beautiful safe area. They have so much to offer.
Please reconsider closing Cranbrook Elementary an option for the future. Cranbrook is built upon a small
diverse community. Cranbrook also houses 5 special education units, more than most in the district. With
our large ESL and special education population, it doesn't seem realistic to close this school when we
barely have enough room for special education students as it is. Please come and observe the school and
see what we do here. We love our students, family, coworkers and school!
I'm a parent, my two kids go to Cranbrook Elementary I don't want Cranbrook to be closed because my
kids will be sent to another school. They love their Cranbrook friends and the teachers. They feel the
support from all of them, especially for the ESL assistant who help them making calls home and
communicating with us the parents.
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Centennial High School
Is there anything else you would like us to consider about the Northwest Options as presented?
Individual Paper:
 Centennial HS was promised an addition to its building as part of the last bond issue package. It would "be
completed in 2010". I am tired of being lied to by administrators and board members. No one has talked
about learning!
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Web:
 Centennial has more than 700 students now with a waiting list of more than 300 freshmen. Who thought
"let's restrict enrollment at that school"? When you are planning buildings, you cannot do so in a vacuum.
You have to consider the demand (wait lists, half empty) and the performance.
 Engage staff and community in the design process for the new school (Centennial) Incorporate LEED
design. Design school landscape to be conducive to outdoor instruction and community building.
Consider placing bulk of building against Bethel Road and building up campus behind. While there are
curricular and extra curricular advantaged to co-locating Ridgeview, I don't think it would allow either
school the physical space (inside or out) that they deserve. Centennial is a high performing school,
recognized as having the most diverse student population in the state. Every effort should be made to
preserve and not disrupt that paradigm.
 Unless I am reading this wrong, the current Centennial High School building would not be used. My children
attend this school and, while I understand the building is not perfect, it still serves as a useful facility for
them everyday. It seems extremely wasteful--as do most of these plans--to just ditch these buildings. I can't
imagine that these are the only viable solutions to whatever problem you have--a problem you have
inadequately made your case for with people like me who are at the school regularly. When our house
needs repair, even extensive ones, we don't tear it down and build a new one. This seems very
extravagant and needless.
 I would not want to see a co-located Ridgeview and Centennial due to the loss of athletic practice and
play fields and the congestion it could lead to for conflicting events. I am not aware of a piece of land in
the Northwest area owned by CCS that would be beneficial (large enough) for both schools. I love our
sense of community at Centennial and I feel that we would lose it if we were combined with our 40 year
rival into a larger school. I feel that the district should also consider that both Whetstone and Centennial
are sought after due to their programming and safety that they offer students. Also the district would lose
the ability to place 100 more students in these schools if they combined and these programs are proven
and students should have the opportunity to be a part of them. I do believe that once a student is in a
pathway at elementary or middle school that child should have the right to continue in that pathway
without the disruption of having to re-lottery into their next phase of education. That has not been the case
in the Centennial pathway from Ridgeview or the pathway from the three elementary schools to
Ridgeview.
 The Centennial feeder pattern seems to be underappreciated in the draft plans because the schools
receive a large number of students via lottery, not neighborhood assignment. I believe the opposite
should be the case -- these schools are full of students whose families made the deliberate choice to send
them to the schools and they should be considered in similar fashion to the magnet programs.
 Centennial is too new to replace. Replace Whetstone, keep Whetstone separate from Centennial.
 Consideration should be given to co-locating Centennial High School on the Ridgeview Middle School site
instead of moving Ridgeview to the Centennial location.
 Centennial H.S. building needs to be rehabbed with windows.
All comments are unedited.
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I think Centennial should be replaced with a higher capacity than 700 students. The school currently has
800 students with a waiting list of over 350 students. Using the land to house Ridgeview also would take
away the only practice fields that sports teams could use.
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Whetstone High School
Is there anything else you would like us to consider about the Northwest Options as presented?
Individual Paper:
 I really don't have a lot invested in this area of schools. However being at Whetstone this year has been
eye opening for me as an employee. The Clintonville community loves its schools! We have wonderful
parental support and I know they are here fighting for all their schools - especially Whetstone HS. Coming
from a small community (Springfield) I can understand the importance of keeping their neighborhood HS.
I'm glad to be an employee of this district and I hope this area gets to keep the HS separate. I believe it's
good for the communities and programs each school provides.
 Keep separate- move Whetstone to a new site somewhere else on Whetstone Park.
 Whetstone to area like where Marzetti warehouse was and storage area.
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 Any option that keeps Whetstone on its current site is just wasting taxpayer dollars. Combining Whetstone
and Centennial on a new site is the only solution both financially and programmatically.
 Whetstone High School is an anchor in the community of Clintonville. As a resident with preschool age
children, I was cognizant of the importance of community schools when purchasing a home. I purposefully
bought my home knowing my children would have k-12 schools within walking distance. I do not support
sending them across the river to attend school in a community they do not reside in. They need to be able
to go to school, get to their jobs, and extracurricular activities easily. Attending school across the river does
not facilitate such schedules, which are the backbone of thriving communities. With the only connecting
road between Clintonville and the Bethel area being Henderson Road, the city should be prepared to
widen Henderson to accommodate increased traffic. At peak times, the drive down Henderson from High
Street to Reed road frequently takes 40 minutes. This will only worsen with school traffic. This will adversely
affect high school students as the length of their school day increases to allow for excessive travel time.
Community schools make strong communities! Additionally, busing students across town will cost money
(gas, drivers and maintenance to buses). Finally, it would be irresponsible of the district to ignore that it will
lose the support of many voters, by closing a school in one of the most supportive areas in the city. The
Clintonville community would rather pay for a new school in our neighborhood than support a plan to
close the existing neighborhood high school. Please help keep our community strong by saving Whetstone
High School.
 Closing the Whetstone High School would be a huge loss to the city of Clintonville. So many young families
are moving to this area and the elementary schools seem to be at capacity as it is. People in Clintonville
want their kids to go to school in their community. Merging with Centennial would create a massive school
where I feel students could easily fall through the cracks. I would not feel comfortable sending my children
to such a mega school and would definitely look for alternative educational options. I would like to see the
school rebuilt on the land near the Whetstone Library and Rec Center. This way these resources could be
utilized by the school and the school would be closer to High Street for those students who take the COTA.
Would a swap of Park land be an option?
 Please keep a Clintonville high school (Whetstone) in Clintonville.
 Please keep Whetstone HS in the walkable Clintonville community.
 The history of Whetstone HS is irreplaceable. To consider combining this HS with Centennial further away
from the community that significantly supports all of its activities and students would be detrimental to
Whetstone.

Group:
None
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Citywide Alternative Schools
Is there anything else you would like us to consider about the Northwest Options as presented?
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Individual Paper:
 Combine Spanish immersion and French immersion since they are undersubscribed into one building and
move Cranbrook to new building. (French Immersion) Keeps Cranbrook's unique population together. The
school has been a hub for multicultural population.
 I would love to see Ecole Kenwood French Immersion have a place at Ridgeview. I would like to see out
students in the current building as soon as possible (we only have 30 5th graders next year.) Please allow
out students to home. French class per day (6th -8th grade) and we can wait for an immersion middle, if
we still need it we are in desperate need of a viable feeder school for all of our students. Again, we do not
need a new Ridgeview building for our students to attend in 2017, we only need a French teacher for 1
class a day for 30 kids. Our teachers would love to help at the middle school to establish a French class &
program.
 It would be helpful to show the entire proposal to factor how plan works for students in lottery or gifted
academy.
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 I like the idea of Indianola feeding into a standalone middle school that is co-located with Dominion. (My
children are students at Indianola.) The benefit to this, in my opinion, is that Indianola students could take
classes like foreign language or computers with Dominion students and participate in more clubs than they
currently have access to. I like the idea of building a new, larger high school that consolidates Whetstone
and Centennial. I went to a school of 1600 in Livonia, MI and enjoyed having a large senior class with
many activity options.
 Indianola Informal is not included in the map or any of the options. There are many young children and
families moving into Clintonville and Clinton is already at capacity. I believe Indianola is already being
used for overflow from Clinton ES. Why isn't it included in the study? Isn't 6th grade for middle school a bit
young?
 Please, give Kenwood a viable pathway. The International "middle" school is not one and we are not even
considering it for our family.
 Should also include the citywide options as immersion schools and Indianola are relevant to this discussion.
I think citywide round 2 option 6 would be the best for the elementary schools but this is not available for
the NW parents to consider.
Group:
None
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Is there anything else you would like us to consider about the Northwest Options as presented?
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Individual Paper:
 Alone
 Closing one or both of the high schools will be more palatable to the community of the new "mega school"
is fantastic - with great arts and athletics facilities.
 I think you should consider moving Salem ES into the Ridgeview area instead of Glenmont. Not a good
idea to merge the two high schools! Don't do it!
 Consider putting in more K-8s to fill building which research shows has positive outcomes for kids. A huge
high school could radically change the dynamic within the schools and deteriorate the quality of the
schools.
 Do not relocate CAHS to North -> east in CAHS. Do not divide the Clintonville community by making
Glenmont a Ridgeview / Centennial pathway school. Consider merging Salem to Ridgeview.
 Glenmont students need to stay in the neighborhood pathway!! Consider new build in Hayden corridor for
Ridgeview - Cranbrook merit-rebuild it over Hubbard & move Hubbard kids there. Reinstate Ecole
Kenwood & CSIA as K-8 schools & beef up language options neighborhood. Keep WHS & CHS - combining
would kill the more vibrant athletic competition in the city. If you add more AP classes at WHS the #
students going to CAHS would decrease opening up CAHS seats for other kids in the district. No options
maintain current enrollment at either WHS or CHS - both schools should be built with larger capacity so that
improved AP classes fills the space or at least maintain current enrollment. Consider closing international HS
- this was a failed experiment. Do a land swap with the city for the space occupying city tennis courts, ball
diamonds on higher ground. Move city tennis courts to space where it is & add ball fields & create shared
space for city HS while improves access to courts to work by bike path. Leave stadium where it is - or get a
better sump pump for WHS!!
 I like Round 1 Option 1 if you keep Cranbrook and then keep Gables and Winterset smaller. I like Round 1
Option 2 if you keep Cranbrook open and keep Gables and Winterset smaller. I like Round 2 Option 2 if
you keep Cranbrook open and keep Gables and Winterset smaller. All three option keep natural feeding
of Gables, Winterset, Cranbrook to Ridgeview without adding the new ES Glenmont. Adding Ecole,
Spanish, and Hubbard can increase enrollment. By keeping Cranbrook open you won't need to send 2/3
of the Cranbrook live in numbers to Hubbard. If you close Cranbrook, most of those children will feed into
Hubbard.
 If replacing/ renovating at current location is unavailable as an option, is swap with Whetstone Rec Center
for space on option? (city-owned)
 The capacities of all HS options seem to cause an over-capacity issue with 5-years. Is there a way to build
the two high schools with this in mind?
 If you build an elementary far NW it will attract young parents who currently are moving from the
neighborhood when students are school age - primarily because the distance to gables is quite far away.
Round 2-Option 2: New NW High School for a state of the art facility which will springboard this
disconnected area.
 Individualized sense of community
 It feels like keeping Hubbard a K-8 school is in an effort to keep diversity out of Centennial. The
combination of Whetstone & Centennial could diversify Centennial as not such a white school.
 It is important to keep a traditional, neighborhood option where kids can start kindergarten with the same
kids that they can graduate with 13 years later. Co-location of buildings allows kids at different levels to
interact with one another and build community.

All comments are unedited.

NORTHWEST COMMENTS



R



T







It makes no sense to me from a neighborhood/ community standpoint to build a new school at the
Glenmont location and have it feed it into Ridgewood MS. Glenmont location should feed into Dominion.
If that is too many students feeding into Dominion then perhaps Como ES could feed to medina MS or it is
nearby to Como. High Schools - Do not combine Whetstone and Centennial! That would make a high
school that is way too big. It would be detrimental to two communities (Cent. Whetstone areas), destroy a
rivalry and cause more families to leave the district.
Keep North HS open as a CCS school.
Move Salem ES to Ridgeview not Glenmont! Don't combine the High School.
Parking and sports facility space. Logistics of transportation.
Student travel from Weinland Park in high school. Ensure high schools have parking and sporting facilities.
The Glenmont site should go to Dominion Middle school. Cranbrook should not close. A new school should
be built on its site. Cranbrook is one of our best kept secrets, and one of our most diverse schools. New
elementary to feed into Ridgeview should be built in the far Northwest quadrant. So option 1b, Round 2
with adjustments indicated above is the best option for the Northwest area. Another option: combine
Ecole Kenwood & Spanish Immersion on one site (building) and put Cranbrook into new Ecole Kenwood
building.
You can't send half of Clintonville to Ridgeview - it will destroy all the work we've done to build
neighborhood. . . -> move Whetstone to the rec center/ library or Dominion or N Nigh site Whetstone must
be rebuilt & stay in Clintonville. We are turning the tide to Dominion & Whetstone is next. Do not destroy all
our work to build a neighborhood. Do not move CAHS to Clintonville - put enough AP at Whetstone to
keep Clintonville families in the neighborhood. CAHS in Clintonville is a disaster. Do not expand Beck to K12 - AP in more high schools solves that problem. The only way you add Indianola to Dominion is integrated
with Dominion kids & feeding Whetstone - otherwise no way!!
I don't understand why the possible new school at Glenmont would feed into Ridgeview. I think we should
keep that school local to Clintonville.
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 As a resident of the Clintonville area for 47 plus years, I am in total agreement of neighborhood schools. In
all those years Clintonville has continued to grow in a positive manner and still have a small town feeling.
Please allow this to continue by keeping the schools in Clintonville.
 Avoid consolidation when possible--keep schools small and in the neighborhoods where the attending
students live. Establish feeder pattern for Indianola K-8.
 Both high schools are landmarks
 1. Most importantly, HARDEN the security of our schools. It is too easy to enter the grounds and enter the
school area during and after school. I want to know that my children are as safe at school as they are at
home. I would not mind funding keycards for parents and fencing around the grounds. I feel that school
grounds need NOT be a resource for the community to use after hours. I see kids destroying playground
equipment and climbing on roofs of buildings in the summer. Since this is tax dollars, it deserves to be
protected. 2. As a taxpayer, it does not seem prudent to spend money on a school so close to a river
(Whetstone). I would be more in favor of moving that school to guarantee the safety of taxpayer dollars.
3. Work hard to separate the cafeteria and the GYM in EVERY SCHOOL. Kids need to eat, and play. 4. Work
hard to make larger schools seem small, this makes a big difference to the 6th graders at middle schools.
Maybe have them change classes at a different time than the 7th and 8th graders. 5. A/C and Heat
should be computer controlled. Schools need climate control.
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Any option that increases the number of students in each grade under one roof should be eliminated. In
education, more is not better, from the student's experience. There are plenty of studies out there that
prove consolidation does not necessarily equal cost savings (gas won't always be this cheap and your
transportation costs alone will be an issue). There are as many studies that prove consolidation does
increase drop out rates, lower student participation, and kills the all important sense of community that is
necessary for great schools. Google it and shame on you all for even bringing it up as an option.
Let the Hayden Run communities which petition ODE transfer to Hilliard schools. The plans do not include a
middle or high schools in our area. It is less expensive to let us leave the district than to build in our area.
As a parent of a future student in the NW Area, I really value having schools located in the communities
they serve. I believe combining Whetstone and all the students with the Centennial students on the
Centennial site, which is in a far corner of the area, would not be the best way to serve the community. A
central combined school, or two separate schools would help foster the community feel that is needed in
the district. Not to mention commute times and bus travel to a far corner would be a burden on some
families.
Clintonville Go Public has done much to encourage residents of Clintonville to send their kids to our
elementary schools, which as a Clintonville elementary school parent, I want to continue to foster into
middle and high school. However with the new site proposal and a consolidated high school, our
Clintonville community suffers. No longer will students walk and bike to school. No longer will there be a
neighborhood middle school or high school where students and families are part of their school
community in which they live and work. We oppose any proposal that consolidates Whetstone and
Centennial High School to a new location.
Combining two rival schools is a horrible idea, just as it was when it was considered with Walnut Ridge.
Moving 6-8 or 7-8 graders into a building with high school students is also not a good idea.
Could Colerain ES be built bigger? I see the costs are higher for a specialized facility, so not sure if that
would make sense. Please consider building all of the ES and HS bigger. I think Ridgeview and Dominion
make sense as separate for MS, but having the one larger Northwest high school makes more sense. I
would never support building Whetstone on the current site.
Create a neighborhood school for Victorian Village/ Short North or keep Cranbrook. Build a k-5 or k-8 for
Hayden Run. Keep Centennial and Whetstone separate but open enrollment and build schools large
enough to accommodate current wait lists. Keep Ridgeview separate from the Immersion programs. Keep
both middle schools at 600. We don't want two Woodward Parks that are too large to function.
Consider the unique milieu of the schools not just the number of students and the cost. Don't close
Cranbrook. An idea would be to move it to the Ecole Kenwood new building. This is a thriving school and
should be supported. Perhaps the two immersion programs could be placed in the same building. Also,
putting the New Elementary in Clintonville as a Ridgeview feeder doesn't make sense, it is close to
Dominion. It makes more sense to enlarge Cranbrook and Winterset, both excellent schools. High Schools:
We are for keeping Centennial and Whetstone separate and replacing their buildings. I could not agree
with any of the proposals because they all kept Centennial to 700. Centennial already has about 900
students and a huge wait list, the size of the school should be increased. Please support schools that are
doing well academically. Schools are much more than numbers of students and cost of buildings. Both
Whetstone and Centennial have done well with poor buildings and sports facilities for years. They deserve
some support and the space to accommodate more students that want to lottery in. Both Centennial and
Cranbrook have unique populations with Centennial having students from about 30 different countries
attending. This lends to a unique and positive environment that is working. The staff work well together and
support each other. Please consider these things when you look at buildings and students.
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I am not in favor of closing any schools, nor am I convinced that extensive rebuilding and renovation is
necessary. I would like to see greater attention to teaching quality to improve the quality of education in
Columbus, as well as efforts to encourage children to attend neighborhood schools. The options are
poorly worded with "replace on current site or site TBD." These are two separate options and it is difficult to
give an opinion when information is not provided as to what TBD means.
There are many students that walk to this school. A new school would be a serious issue especially for the
MD and ED students.
I believe Indian Springs should be considered historic. The school needs renovated a bit and could use an
addition, which there is already land for. I prefer resources to be used for these things not demolishing a
beautiful building.
Traffic congestion patterns in established neighborhoods
Don't close Cranbrook - it is a jewel in the system. Move it instead. Perhaps to the new Ecole Kenwood
building?!! Remove the immersion schools from the Ridgeview pathway? Concern is that there will be
"cliques" within Ridgeview that will disrupt unity. Do not send the Glenmont school to Ridgeview! It is in the
heart of Clintonville - send them to Dominion/Whetstone pathway. Instead of a new school on Glenmont
going to Ridgeview, enlarge Cranbrook and Winterset, or put an ES in the far Northwest if sufficient
students exist there. High Schools: Do not combine!! Increase numbers at both Whetstone and Centennial.
Move Whetstone up the hill to behind the library and rec center so that the 100 yr. flood plain is not an
issue. I like putting Ridgeview and Centennial on the same site! Centennial is a fabulous school. Keep it
and expand it! So many kids want to go there - give them the opportunity. The building must be replaced.
The auditorium is horribly small and has bad acoustics. They need state of the art science labs, and a new
track and stadium seating and concession stand. Currently, they are all in extremely poor condition. The
staff at Centennial is fabulous, there is a wonderful opportunity to do some incredible things. I disagreed
with all the options because they all kept Centennial to 700 students. Please don't just consider the
numbers of students. Look at the "culture" and atmosphere at both Whetstone and Centennial. They are
working! There is momentum there that should not be squelched.
Glenmont should be in the Dominion/ WHS feeder. Whetstone should remain a neighborhood high school
for Clintonville. If you take away WHS, you will have Clintonville as the only neighborhood in the city to lose
BOTH neighborhood high schools with the closure of North in the 70's. That will impact my vote on
whatever funding the District will need to implement this plan, especially as it appears that the demise of
Whetstone is because the Centennial feeder is low on numbers and that the District built on a floodplain
on land they did not own. The plan to use the middle school programs from the lottery schools would be
helpful in bolstering the Centennial pathway numbers. Consider the North High School site in these plans-whether it be for Dominion or WHS. CAHS should be located downtown in order to provide more access to
kids from across the city. Perhaps it could also be a central location for students to travel to take AP classes
not offered in their home high schools. As it is both now and with the plan to move it to the North High site,
we are favoring the north side and the white community. Let me repeat-- If the CAHS community is against
locating centrally, then you have to question the commitment to equity. The idea has been floated to
have CAHS-like options embedded in all four quadrants of the city--the district should listen to that
feedback and at least consider that might have merit.
I think the high schools need to be kept separate. The Northwest area is still growing and Centennial will
need to accommodate the extra students. I don't understand how the statement "It was just recently
discovered that Whetstone is in a flood plain" can even be said. That's been a known fact for years.



All comments are unedited.

NORTHWEST COMMENTS







D

R



T



I would never send my child to a school as large as what is being proposed by combining two high
schools. Additionally, why in the world would you bus students who attend elementary school on the
Glenmont property to Ridgeview when Dominion is under a mile away?! I am strongly against any plan
that proposes that pattern. As it is, these schools are all very overcrowded and have fights in the hallways
on a regular basis. If anything, current schools should be kept and additional ones built, but combining
schools will force parents out of the district. My children are currently students in the district and will
graduate before this is fully realized, but I would never send my children to these schools if these were my
options.
I am favor in keeping Cranbrook school. It is in a nice safe neighborhood. It services students from multiple
disabilities and they have 26 counties represented. The students participate in Special Olympics which is
great for the development of students with disabilities. Because children are driven longer distances, it is
very freeway accessible. It is very close to two 315 exits (W.N. Broadway and Ackerman). It is also close to
E.N. Broadway 71 exit, and Hilliard-Rome 270 exit. I know people who work at Cranbrook and they work
very closely with students with disabilities. Their level of caring is amazing. I am also in favor of keeping
Whetstone High School. It is also is in a nice safe neighborhood and is very close to 315 and 71. It is also a
walking neighborhood. I know it is said to be in a flood plain but the school is up the hill from the river so the
property may be in a flood plain but not the school in my opinion. I went to Whetstone in the 70s and have
never heard it has flooded.
I am a retired school teacher who has lived in Clintonville since 1971. I sent my children to public schools
during the tumultuous period of busing. I have always voted to pass school levy's and bond issues. I now
have grandchildren attending Columbus Public Schools in Clintonville. I feel strongly that they benefit
greatly by attending neighborhood schools. If the future plan does not allow them to attend Whetstone
High School in their Clintonville neighborhood, I would not be able to support up coming levy's.
I don't know that I have a particular position on the various options. My big concern is the potential
displacement of kids from the school they currently attend based on how boundaries are redrawn. We
have a 1st and 2nd grader at Colerain (they are not medically challenged students) and we want to
make sure that continues to be their home school. I would like to see existing students grandfathered in
regardless of the plan. Finally, I think having a Colerain/Dominion/Whetstone campus would be too
unwieldy. I would like to keep it a Colerain/Dominion campus.
I like the idea of adding more schools to the Centennial pathway, especially kids from Hubbard and the
language immersion programs. It would increase diversity and a larger school could offer more
programming -- particularly foreign language options. Please consider walk/bike options when changing
pathways and, where possible, avoid sending kids across highways to get to school. I voted against
sending the new Glenmont kids to Centennial or to send Centennial pathway kids to Whetstone for that
reason. If the Centennial site is retained, please improve walkability around the school, particularly along
Godown to the north. Another thing that should be considered is start/end times of the school day. I have
ES students but I'm strongly considering pulling them out of public schools if the high schools start before
8a.m. If we consolidate schools, we should reduce the number of bus routes. Or perhaps some of the
capital funding could go to acquire additional buses so that we don't make decisions about start times
based on transportation in the first place. Kids need sleep and 7am is way too early to start!
I like the idea of building a nice new High school building combining both Whetstone and Centennial.
Whetstone is very old and very outdated. I think a new school in the area where Centennial is now would
be ideal. Add on to that school perhaps, or build another large school with all the bells and whistles for the
Northwest side! It would also be very advantageous to consider an indoor/outdoor pool at the site b/c
right now Clintonville has NO POOL! Just some thoughts, good luck!!
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I feel combining the two high schools holds negative consequences for two communities. Combining
could potentially destroy two communities, driving people away from the district. Other negative effects
of combining Whetstone and Centennial would be logistical, financial, and psychological. Don't these
Northwest neighborhoods warrant a high school? I urge the district to consider closely what the loss of any
school in a neighborhood does to property values in the surrounding area. Feeder neighborhoods (areas
whose children "feed" schools located in other neighborhoods) could see their property values plummet.
Logistically, there is no easy bus or walking path from Clintonville to the Centennial area; think of after
school activities, events, and inclement weather. In regard to the new elementary school being proposed
on the Glenmont site–it should feed into the neighborhood middle school–Dominion. Not feed into
Ridgeview located in a different neighborhood. From the CCS website: "When a parent chooses to send
their child to the assigned neighborhood school, the child will follow a Kindergarten-12 Academic
Pathway, also known as school feeder pattern. An Academic Pathway keeps neighborhood children
together as they move upward from elementary school, to middle school, and finally through high school.
K-12 Academic Pathways easily permit additional communication on and collaboration between each
level to better serve the needs of each student. It also creates an additional sense of community within
the schools while promoting parent involvement from kindergarten through twelfth grade. Community is
HUGE in Clintonville–it defines the neighborhood. Neighborhood children attending their assigned
neighborhood elementary school should feed into their neighborhood middle school–not travel across the
river to a different neighborhood and school for middle and high school.
It is not a good idea to combine schools. I'm speaking specifically to Whetstone and Centennial high
schools. Bigger schools mean bigger problems. Period. I found the options confusing so marked "neutral"
on all my responses.
It is really important to our Clintonville community to have a neighborhood high school. We have already
closed North High School and for our students and property values sake, we need to maintain a
Clintonville secondary school. Otherwise, residents are going to move to other communities.
I am in a sliver of Columbus that has Dublin to the north and Hilliard to the south. Almost every school in
those suburbs are closer to my house than my home Columbus school. The school district where I live must
be moved from Columbus.
I think Whetstone could be relocated to North and move International to Brookhaven with Columbus
Global Academy. A Centennial/Ridgeview campus would be interesting, if there's enough room for them
to be built together.
In NW Elementary Plans: All of the Round 2 options list a new school on the Glenmont site feeding into the
Ridgeview/Centennial pathway. I don't think this makes sense geographically. As proposed, the new
Glenmont school would feed into Ridgeview, yet schools directly north and south of it would feed into
Dominion. Keep the Clintonville area schools feeding into Dominion MS. Also, I think Cranbrook ES should
remain open. This school is in close proximity to OSU - an important location as most of it's families are OSU
graduate students or international students. As a result, Cranbrook has a unique diverse student body with
a high population of international students (ESL) and I don't think these students would succeed in a larger
school - as the plans note combining with Winterset or Hubbard. Also, Cranbrook has large acreage that
is tucked away in a small neighborhood. Please consider rebuilding Cranbrook on the same site.
If the city is planning to move a high school into the middle of Beachwood, the residents there need to be
clearly notified and community forums held. Most of the residents in this area do not have children and
therefore are not active in school politics. However, if you're looking to move a bunch of high school
students into our backyard, please know we will NOT go quietly about this!!!
I think it is a great idea to build a new high school and consolidate Whetstone and Centennial into it.
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I think that the smaller the school, the better run it can be. I have worked in the schools before as an
outside counseling provider, and the schools with the bigger populations seem to have the most discipline
problems. I like the plans that keep Dominion at a smaller number of students and keep two separate high
schools. That way, there are more teachers and administrators in the building available for those students
and to provide support, rather than stretching staffing thinner to manage just one building. I know it may
cost more, but the more smaller elementary, middle, and high schools we can have, the better for
everyone. I also think that Whetstone should stay where it is rather than putting it next to Colerain. Having
an elementary and middle school close together is a better pairing than an elementary and a high school.
I would be concerned about having the younger kids at school next to the older kids.
I am concerned that the future needs of the students with low incidence disabilities have not been
considered. The population of students with moderate/intensive disabilities that require Special Education
and related services have only increased over the past 10 years, and due to the high prevalence of
autism, as well as the elimination of the Franklin County school age program, the district needs additional
space to serve these students' needs properly. Colerain should be expanded to serve more students with
limited mobility and other medical needs, and plans need to be made to add space in the new or
renovated buildings on the Northwest side for therapy space, appropriate toileting/ changing areas, and
enough instructional space to meet the needs of these students. The Northwest quadrant has a very high
percentage of Special Education units that service the students with these needs. This high number of
Special Education units forces some families to send their students to a school on the Northwest side from
all over the city. Some of these students have a bus ride that is up to 3 hours a day round trip. Has a plan
been made to address the relocation of these units to more equally serve students with disabilities closer to
their home address? This would allow families to be closer to the school, and allow them greater
involvement in their students' education. It is very difficult for some families to find transportation for a trip
that can be greater than 30 minutes to attend IEP meetings/ conferences.
Leave Whetstone and Centennial separate. If you are going to combine, combine CAHS and Whetstone
or North International and Whetstone. Combining Whetstone and Centennial makes no sense, plus
Centennial's building is like a dungeon.
I live so far Northwest that our neighborhood isn't even close to being on these maps. Our address is listed
as Dublin, OH. My daughter goes to Gables Elementary, which is a 20 minute drive and 45 minutes to
nearly an hour bus ride. I work at Hilliard Davidson High School and can walk there from my house.
Although they do a wonderful job at Gables, we have petitioned to ODE as a neighborhood to be
incorporated into Hilliard schools. All of my child's activities are over by where we live and, therefore, she is
not in activities with her school classmates. This extreme distance also keeps us from being able to do some
evening activities at the school. It would be much more economical for CCS to let our neighborhood
(which has a big chunk of Gables kids) transfer to Hilliard instead of building a new building out our way
(which I doubt will get voted in anyhow). I believe there are more requests from neighboring communities
and letting us go could alleviate this issue. I am a big supporter of CCS and used to work for the district, but
it just makes no sense for us to be part of it. We feel totally disconnected due to this distance. Another
issue is the middle school option is still only Ridgeview, which is EVEN FURTHER away (a 25 minute drive from
our house). I do think that consolidating the high schools would make sense if there were a new building
that the kids could feel pride in. I do know that there is a lot of rich history in Whetstone and the Clintonville
community would not let their neighborhood school go without a fight. I think there is TREMENDOUS value
in keeping neighborhood schools neighborhood schools! Thank you.
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I definitely do not support closing Cranbrook. Though not a ton of kids geographically feed into it right
now, it is a very strong school with many reasons to preserve it. Many people choose it! Consistently good
results/ratings, high success in serving ESL population, fantastic green space, and meaningful community
involvement. We have people building a community garden, a newly developed partnership with OSU
chapter of Sigma Chi fraternity (they did a work day to re-paint our lines on blacktop, volunteered at our
PTA's holiday book sale, served at our PTA's spaghetti dinner), and a small but active PTA. It's location
provides a very safe and peaceful environment for a school. Dissolving our school and sending kids to
Winterset and Hubbard doesn't seem like a good idea. Hubbard feels very far away, and the mastery
program may not be a good fit for all. One of our key strengths is our dedicated and experienced staff.
Dissolving the school wastes that precious resource. I have less strong opinions about middle schools. I do
feel there should be more consideration of building middle schools with capacities that more closely
match the capacities of the elementary schools feeding into them. Otherwise it feels we are assuming
families are wanting to leave the district...yet if the elementary schools are strong, let's build in a way that
welcomes families to stay! At bare minimum, build middle schools in such a way that adding onto them
later would be very feasible. High schools. I very strongly do not support rebuilding Whetstone on current
site due to flooding questions. Rebuilding it on Dominion seems like a good idea. I would love to see
Centennial rebuilt with some growth in capacity to accommodate consistent waitlist #s. I don't think just
building to a giant capacity make sense, but to acknowledge it will probably always be a highly soughtout school and therefore could benefit from a moderate size increase (closer to 900-1000 capacity).
Again, do a lot of families leave the district because it's too stressful and uncertain if their children will have
spots in good schools? If so, that's a shame. I am not a longtime Columbus resident so I don't have a clear
sense of how big the Whetstone and Centennial rivalry is....not sure if combining them is a good or bad
idea. It does pool resources nicely, but will the community get behind it? I can't tell.
I feel strongly that Centennial High school and Whetstone should not consolidate. Centennial HS is one of
the strongest schools in the district and should remain as is. I am also wondering what provision is being
made for the increasing number of special education students that are coming to the district due to the
closure of the Franklin County MR/DD programs. Is additional space being created at Colerain for these
students?
I would not like to see major development that includes Whetstone HS at the Dominion MS and Colerain ES
site. That would result in loss of valuable green space for the students & the community. I am also not sure
what the word "Campus" means in relation to Dominion & Colerain but hope that does NOT mean one
huge building for both. I would hope that decisions are made that are right, not just for the schools, but
also for the community and respect traffic flow and green space among others.
In my opinion, Centennial and Whetstone should not be consolidated and neither should be closed. They
are the two highest performing traditional high schools in CCS, and are both located in stable and
growing neighborhoods. If the current Whetstone site's location in a flood plain eliminates it from
consideration for a new building, land could be swapped with the City of Columbus to build elsewhere
within Whetstone Park, with the current HS site being reverted to parkland. The North High School building
should also be considered as an option, if it is not being fully utilized by the International School currently
housed there. Walkability and transit access should be heavily considered for any new site. Regarding
elementary schools, I would advocate for the renovation rather than demolition of the current Indian
Springs building. If this is not possible, the historic and decorative elements, especially the entranceways,
should be preserved and incorporated into any new building.
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I'm disagreeing with everything because I think your projections are wrong, your numbers don't add up
and I don't understand your design sizes. Replacing Whetstone with a school designed for 900 students
when the current population is 937 and the projected population is 918 makes no sense. We were told five
years ago that Clintonville is shrinking and so we wouldn't need the Clinton ES annex building. Now Clinton
is at capacity. News flash, Clintonville is growing you can drive down the street and see the number of new
housing starts and understand that. I also don't understand how seven elementary schools with and
average enrollment of 400 roll into a middle school designed for 900. 7*400= 2800 last time I checked. Are
you telling us that 1900 students leave Columbus City Schools between elementary and middle school -that's incredibly sad. Furthermore, I think you should work to keep neighborhood schools in neighborhoods.
Building a new school at Glenmont and then shipping those kids across the river when they move to
middle school is idiotic. You could live across the street from a kid who goes to middle school on the other
side of town. If you're going to build a new school at Glenmont, those students should go to Dominion. I
also think you should keep Cranbrook -- or at least keep a school in that neighborhood. Again, elementary
schools should be in the neighborhood. A nice new elementary school at Cranbrook will result in people
moving to that district. Currently there is no option that both keeps Cranbrook and builds a new school at
Glenmont that feeds into Dominion MS. Relocating Whetstone to the Old North High school (on Arcadia
Ave.) site would situate that High school in the center of its district rather than on its northern edge. That is a
beautiful building that could be rehabilitated into a jewel for the Columbus City Schools and make the
statement that Columbus will not continue to push it's high schools to suburban sites like Centennial and
the current Whetstone site, but like the rest of contemporary society will begin to reinvest in centrally
located, accessible, urban schools. That site has room to expand, is located on several major bike routes
and is walkable by a giant chunk of the student body. You'd save money on bussing and you could keep
the athletic fields at the current Whetstone site -- as there is no problem with athletic fields in a flood plain.
Please check your population forecasts with a demographer who is familiar with 21st century patterns of
urbanization. If you think the urban center of the city of Columbus is shrinking you don't live here.
Please keep neighborhood schools! Busing ruined the district in the late 70's. It's easier for kids and parents
to be involved and proud of the school they attend when it's in their neighborhood. Bigger high schools
are only going to let more kids fall through the cracks! Smaller schools are more manageable by admin!
Parents are finally starting to return to the Northwest schools, they are working hard to promote them!
It's a shame to see Cranbrook go. What a gem of a school. It will surely change the feel of that
neighborhood. An additional elementary is desperately needed in the Clintonville area. But they need to
be compatible. You have two buildings, Indianola and Clinton which are palaces, and two buildings,
Colerain and Indian Springs that are dumps. It's ridiculous in 2016 to expect kids to work efficiently in un-airconditioned facilities. Dominion needs to be brought into this century. It, too, is an un-air-conditioned
dinosaur. Whetstone and Centennial should be combined and improved. It's cost efficient and Whetstone
could use the influence of a better school.
Much effort/support from parents, school staff and neighbors has made Clintonville neighborhood schools
a success. New buildings are very much needed and should stay in the Clintonville neighborhood.
Parking for additional staff needed to accommodate larger enrollment numbers. Whetstone is currently
housed in a housing subdivision. Centennial does have space to expand physically, albeit parking again
would need to be addressed.
There is a 20 acre property at the corner of 315 and Olentangy. It is visible from the current Whetstone site.
Positioned high on a hill and beautiful. I have heard it called the Zimmerman property. It is for sale. It would
be perfect for a consolidated Northwest High School. If the cost is prohibitive, suggest a swap for the
property where Centennial sits now. That site (Centennial) would be better for developers to build on than
the Zimmerman site.
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I think you need much more capacity in these two high schools. There are routinely 400 or more students
trying to lottery into Centennial High School for the last 10 years on average. If you start by rebuilding these
two most popular of the traditional high school models and fill with the lottery students you will know what
other schools should be closed because those schools will have lower numbers than they have now. The
richness of the academics, athletic programs, marching bands, theater and art programs should be
preserved offering leadership opportunities for the students in both schools instead of one combined
school. I do not think Ridgeview should relocate to the Centennial site due to the social dynamics of 7th
grade girls and 12th grade boys and it appears that this idea is being driven by the desire to have greater
numbers of students attend Centennial. As far as the issue of Whetstone being on the 100 year flood plain
of the Olentangy River. I am having trouble understanding why this is an issue for Columbus City schools
but not an issue for COSI, OSU and the rest of downtown Columbus. Flooding has not been an issue in the
past and there isn't a nicer piece of real estate in this area of the city for a high school. If you did move
Whetstone to the Dominion site the you will still have to rebuild the athletic facilities at 100% of our cost or
have the unnecessary and somewhat more dangerous walking/busing of students to the athletic fields
after school. Regarding other areas of the city--What is the district planning on doing with regard to the
new HS graduation mandates? It appears that many more students are going to need more career
pathway options for graduation because a student scoring a "1" on the AIR tests is going to have great
difficulty passing other tests to earn a diploma thru the traditional high school curriculum. Lastly, is the issue
of student safety. The district needs to do something to address the issue of student safety. I was reading
through the previous comments and agree that there needs to be some kind of way that disruptive
students are removed from their home school with some sort of pathway that they earn their way back
into the school for good behavior. In summary, we have tried rebuilding schools with low enrollment with
the idea that if we build it they will come. Since that is not working it is time to rebuild the more popular
schools, plan for more career center options, and deal with disruptive/gang students in the high schools so
that overall student achievement will improve.
Re-building these schools, especially the high school to accommodate so many students is a terrible idea.
Part of what makes these schools so strong is the smaller size. I would agree that many of the buildings
need work or replaced all together but feel that this plan goes against everything parents & students have
asked for. To combine Centennial and Whetstone or to combine Centennial and Ridgeview would
require taking all the a available land that Centennial sits on therefore eliminating all of our athletic fields
and parking. While our athletic fields are in disgraceful condition, at least we have them (except for our
track...it is too dangerous for the kids to use)! If CCS truly wants to improve...perhaps it is to me they
change the way teachers and administrators are hired. The closed, internal job postings and job fairs do
nothing but recycle ineffective teachers all the while shutting out quality, young and fresh teachers.
Students are awarded an A in a class just because they show up and cause no problems and not
because of their knowledge of the subject. If parents complain....the student's grade mysteriously drops
with no explanation. All this time, good quality teachers in the district go unnoticed and under
appreciated. If history has proven anything it has proven that throwing money at the problem doesn't
solve it. Look at many of the new buildings built after the last levy...they are still failing.
Please be considerate of Dominion's neighborhood. Currently there is already not enough parking, even
during pick up. Parents park on the playground and grass. Can you imagine putting a 900 size high school
on the location? I think the waiting list for several of these schools need to be considered in making these
plans. Centennial has a large waiting list so why not consider increasing the size of centennial to
accommodate these students? Only when combining this high school with Whetstone does this become
an option. Maybe this should be the same situation for Ridgeview?
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New elementary could be an alternative lottery school with neighborhood seats, consider a pre-k-5
Montessori based program to relieve pressure on Clinton elementary. Feeder patterns should be same as
the neighboring schools, Dominion. It doesn't make sense to have the Glenmont site feed into Ridgeview
aside from a purely numerical perspective. None of the numbers seem to add up. For example, option 1
and option 2 in round 1 have 7 ES feeding into dominion MS yet in option 1 dominion is 800 seats and in
option 2 it is 900. Neither seem adequate to accommodate the 7 ES of unknown total enrollment but
presumably more than 1900?! If you add up seats from the 5 listed. Seems like enrollment should be
projected further out than 5 years since hopefully we will be building schools that will work well for at least
10, preferably 30 or more years. I'd like to see the new schools spread out more geographically. For
example, I don't think Cranbrook should close. If numbers don't merit keeping all three, perhaps close
Winterset or Gables since they are so close in proximity to one another. Please also explore another middle
school program to serve the southern portion of the northwest district, my suggestion would be the old
Indianola Middle School between 4th and the RR in the university district, preferably with an alternative
curriculum tied in somehow with OSU. Maybe a government or civics or public policy program. This would
feed into Whetstone. Since Whetstone is on a flood plain, I don't think makes financial sense to rebuild it on
site. I'd like you to explore the possibility of locating it at the old North HS on Arcadia, which is more central
to its feeder area. This location is not only central but would be relatively easy for all students to access by
bike or by walking, given its central location near the new protected bike lanes on Summit Street and the
Calumet Street green way proposal. The Olentangy trail is also not far. The current Whetstone high school
site could be land swapped with recs and parks perhaps for a different site out of the flood plain or
permission to use athletic fields at Tuttle rec or Whetstone park. Finally, if Centennial and Ridgeview are
lacking in enrollment, perhaps the upper portion of the current Dominion and Whetstone area should
switch to Centennial, Salem ES, and the upper portion of the Indian springs ES area, north of Bethel. I
would also like to make sure that any boundary changes and new schools make an attempt to create or
maintain a greater mix of socioeconomic status within the student body.
No
Please consider the amount of energy, commitment, and hard work that the Clintonville neighborhood
has dedicated to improve both the perception and the reality of our public schools, the Whetstone
pathway. Countless volunteers, neighbors, parents, teachers, staff, administrators, and KIDS have worked
tirelessly to build a community spirit across the Whetstone pathway schools. The success of these efforts is
evident in the increase of families that are choosing Columbus City Schools in Clintonville (vs. private or
charter schools). The fact that we need another elementary to reduce crowding and over-utilization is
hard evidence of this. The district can support this effort by keeping Whetstone High School IN Clintonville
and by having the new school that will be built on the Glenmont site remain in the Dominion / Whetstone
pathway. Sending a chunk of kids from Glenmont, or all of our high school kids, outside of Clintonville for
school would detract from the community and would definitely make the public school option less
attractive in Clintonville. This would impact (reduce) the number of Clintonville families that choose
Columbus City Schools and ultimately work against the district's goal of continuing to improve.
Please consider the neighborhood as you plan the Colerain/Dominion campus. Currently, there is not
enough staff parking at Colerain and when staff parks on the street, there are not enough spaces for
residents. PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE consider adding sidewalks. I'm tired of almost getting run over while
walking my child to school because THERE ARE NO SIDEWALKS AND WE HAVE TO WALK IN THE STREET. Thank
you for the incredible effort you are going to in planning these options.
Why would you consider closing either Whetstone or Centennial? These are two of the highest performing
schools in the district.
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The options in the city wide lottery packet are not completely reflected in the NW and NE options. This
makes it hard to integrate opinions of the two. School grade bands should be standardized across the
district! K-5, 6-8, 9-12 seems the best educational model. If appropriate or necessary some K-8 could be
placed in this model, but this district has many choices in our educational offerings. If someone finds their
child would benefit from a STEM focus, or arts, or international studies, etc., they should be able to
smoothly transition from one program into the next at the change of grade bands. Our current hodgepodge is detrimental to our students, leaving hard choices between finishing out a program, or moving at
a emotionally difficult time. No child changing focus should need to enter a STEM school in 6th grade of a
k-6 school, since their elementary school has finished, or join a traditional 6-8 middle school in grade 7 as
their program was not the same grade band pattern as the program they are transitioning into. Middle
school years are emotionally hard enough! I also feel that we need to be taking educational research into
account while addressing these options. When evaluating high school ideas in this packet, is there
research regarding the educational appropriate size of high schools for our district. It seems to me that a
larger high school allows for more diverse programming to meet all the needs of a neighborhood, which
for a neighborhood school should be a goal. Is there educational research base these decisions on? What
about 7-12 education? Is that a good choice educationally?
The students are great but most of the staff excludes a certain group of teachers. The staff (teachers)
needs to be more diverse to reflect the student population. It would be good for the staff (teachers) to be
separated from each other.
Why in the world are we razing so many buildings? And where is all the money coming from--tax tax. Keep
Whetstone and Centennial. We need a High School in Clintonville and the NW ought to have their own
high school as well; it's an entirely separate part of town. I graduated from Whetstone and saw many
improvements to a wonderful location.
Stop wasting our time. Your options are silly. Why would you ever close school buildings that have waiting
lists? Do you understand at all that while everyone wants their child to go to school in a new, modern
building, they would send their kid to a broken-down shack if the quality of education was better. (For
example, you have more than 300 kids waiting to get in to Centennial and 600 available seats at East.)
With each passing day, the district becomes more and more ridiculous. I've voted for school levy's my
entire life. I will never vote for a levy for CCS ever. Ever.
STOP renovating schools in "poorer" neighborhoods and giving them new and better technology!! It is
despicable that Ridgeview MS and Centennial HS have crumbling steps and sidewalks, outdated
technology, and falling apart buildings. You are punishing the kids. Ridgeview MS 6th grade has students
from 39 different feeder schools. Great for diversity, but these kids have nothing in common, can't get
together easily to play outside of school, and forget about parent involvement in any school activity that
requires that they actually come to the school to participate. What happened to community schools those don't exist anymore. Sad for everyone involved!
This is the most successful of all of your feeder patterns. You need to do a better job of factoring in school
choice when you figure your numbers. When you keep a school like Hubbard open because it is in a
building that can not be torn down and you give up buildings in safe areas where kids can play in a lot of
green space, you are not doing what is best for kids and your community knows it. The notion that
Cranbrook can't be rebuilt because it is too hard to get construction back to the building is ridiculous and
the community knows that too. Cranbrook has success the district should want to build on and not tear
down.
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The area in which we live is currently shown outside the boundary box on the map. We are petitioning the
Columbus Board of Education and Ohio State Board of Education to transfer our territory to Hilliard Schools.
Some of these options include relocating schools farther away from our neighborhood, and we are
completely against those options. One option would be to build schools closer to our area (as shown in the
Hayden Run Corridor Master Plan). However, it would be far less expensive to allow the transfer of our
territory to Hilliard schools (located .5 miles from our neighborhood) than to build new schools to serve our
area.
The only pathway option for Glenmont School is Dominion MS. Move Dominion MS to the North HS site and
rename it North Middle School, mascot the Polar Bears (will garner support from North HS alumni group).
This would more centrally locate DMS for it's pathway schools and allow space for Indianola 6-8 students to
move in NOT as a school-in-a-school but as regular students. Consider granting Indianola students
attending Indy by lottery an automatic in at DMS or return to their neighborhood school or lottery
somewhere else. School-in-a-school is elitist and there is enough of that already at DMS with the current
gifted situation. That needs to change. Consider partnering with Indianola for shared ball field space.
Keep Whetstone HS where it is. The flood plain has not been an issue for the area and the district could
work out a deal with the state or ask for area business support to cover the states share. Were WHS moved
out of the neighborhood where they have been gaining traction and garner business support, the
neighborhood would be eroded over time. Parents would flee once more from CCS. Why repeat a bad
segment of history. You have two very successful high schools, why is there consideration of disrupting
that?!
There needs to be a high school in Clintonville. It should be feed by the other schools in Clintonville. This will
help foster and build the community. These schools are a shining beacon for all of Columbus Schools. Why
change what is some of the most successful programs in the School District?
There is a huge need for residential land in Northwest Columbus in order to relocate baby boomers within
the Northwest Columbus Ohio area. They are in need of downsizing, but they don't want super tiny ranch
condos. What happens to the current land if a new high school is built and Centennial and Whetstone are
no longer needed? How many acres would a new combined school require? Can the district sell the land
to developers for patio home residential properties? The 20 acres at Henderson Road and Olentangy River
Road would be an AMAZING place for a brand new high school campus combining Whetstone and
Centennial. The Zimmerman family owns it and is looking for a long, long, long term tenant. It is my
understanding that they can assist in the development of the land. They have no intention of selling it off. I
have 3 grand children who are in Gables now, next year in Ridgeview and then Centennial. I would not
like having to take them to the Whetstone location at all. The appeal of Northwest Columbus and the
property value that remains can only be enhanced by a new high school campus that is in closer proximity
to the edge of Clintonville and the edge of Northwest Columbus. I went to Columbus North High School in
the 70's, my 2 children went through Ridgeview and Centennial and now I am watching my grandchildren
go through Northwest Columbus schools. This hits home for us in a big way. I am also a Realtor and I sell
homes in Northwest Columbus. I've worked as a teacher's aide at Centennial as well. That school looks like
a prison facility, inside and out. I love the teachers. The building is depressing. The land is more valuable as
residential property for the loyal Northwest Columbus residents who are willing to pay upwards of $250,000
to $450,000 to STAY near Bethel Road and the Northwest Columbus area that they know for shopping,
dining, doctor visits, etc.
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Whetstone and Centennial are two of the best-attended and most successful high schools in the district.
Why risk changing that? Keep the two schools separate and in their own neighborhoods. If the district will
lose 30% funding for building on a flood plain, consider other options: --apply for a waiver --move
Whetstone to North High School --build Whetstone somewhere else the in the Park of Roses...maybe on
high ground near the library and rec center. Whetstone is already on city park property, perhaps the city
would be willing to take back that land and allow Whetstone to be build elsewhere in the park.
Yes. With respect to high schools, neighborhood schools are extremely important. Consolidating these
schools are short-sighted and destroys the community support that these schools now enjoy, and also
adds stress to overburdened parents who now must travel further to participate/support the child/school
activities. If we lose our neighborhood school (Whetstone) we will be leaving CPS in favor of private
schools. Centennial is way too far away. Also, why isn't the old North high building under consideration? It
is much closer for most students that attend Whetstone than Centennial is.
You MUST keep a high school in Clintonville. Getting to Centennial or a new site on the other side of the
river in the morning and after school rush is absurd. It is not safe for kids to walk or bike to Centennial from
Clintonville or to the Bush Sports Park site. Moving a HS out of Clintonville is not in the 900 kids at
Whetstone's best interest. What about North High School, as was reported in the Dispatch? Move WHS
there. Or Sharon Park - the land CCS have to the Rec and Parks Dept. Take it back! Move Indian Springs to
the Glenmont site then build Whetstone HS in the Indian Springs site - continue using the stadium and
baseball fields at the current WHS site. By the way the packet is very confusing. VERY confusing.
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Group:
 A new elementary in the Hayden Run area. Language immersion into Ridgeview feeder pattern. If
Kenwood & CSIA feed into Ridgeview, we cannot keep international our home high school. Our families
do not want to attend international high school. Open another elementary in Whetstone feeder. No 7-12
schools due to social considerations. 7th grade girls - 12th grade boys. Look at waitlist data for last 10
years. Keep the two high schools , build capacity to hold all lottery people that east to come. Students
who lottery into a feeder pattern should remain through their education. Cranbrook -> Ridgeview ->
Centennial.
 All schools Indianola becomes Dominion i.e. -> Why were these not included in this discussion. Both
communities are supportive of both schools - strongly want 2 building area. Whetstone -Marzetti
warehouse/ pool space? For high school due to parking ability to play sports/ bands. Feeder patterns
would be renowned and would lose families if only one school.
 Elementary Round 2 Option 1b -- Keep new elementary at Glenmont with feeder to Dominion. New
elementary they feed Ridgeview for NW. Consensus -- Keep both high schools. Possible park/ Rec center/
library for Whetstone high school area that is not on flood plain.
 HS consolidation makes school too big.
 Keep North high school open as an option.
 Kids should be able to find schools that fit them, should differentiated to hit their needs - too big sense of
community. More K8 buildings.
 Option 1b (not listed) = Agree. $ was not a discussion, this would be our next steps because of all the data
presented.
 Our group would like to see Cranbrook continue to exist in its current location. Our group would like to see
Ridgeview accomodate students from Ecole Kenwood without a separate campus and add a language
class for students as soon as possible. This will add 30 more students to Ridgeview. Our group would like to
see Clintonville schools stay on the east side of the River for middle and high (in current neighborhood).
Finally, our group would like to see Centennial and Whetstone stay separate buildings.
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Putting Hubbard on Cranbrook site. The size of 1500 students is a sticking point. This group doesn't want their
students to get lost in the masses. However, there is the option for every kind of club, AP, STEM & program
possible. We could love to hear the benefits and see the data on big schools with large populations vs.
small HS with smaller populations. In determining a grade band configuration, size of schools especially HS,
what data is out there to assist us in choosing best educational modes for these program offerings? What
data is used to determine what is educationally best for the various configuration options. e.g. What data
say 7-12 is best not just because I like South?
Round 1 option 2 - keep Cranbrook open and balance it with Gables and Winterset to stay smaller but
rebuild. This keeps all natural schools feeding to Ridgeview without adding Hubbard. We agree to keep
Spanish and Ecole. Round 2 option 1b - We disagree with this idea because there is enough space to build
you will lose all athletic practice fields.
Suggestion: Move Ecole & Spanish into Spanish Immersions new building. Put Cranbrook into the Ecole
building to give room to expand. Hubbard PK-5 move to feed Ridgeview - new Glenmont go to feed
Dominion.
Swing space to consider within northwest area. Class sizes and space (overcrowding).
What would be the benefits of combining high schools? Would there be more available? Are parents
supportive of Indy coming to DMS? Should the Immersion programs remain K-8? Losing Cranbrook is tough
- worry about consolidating into Winterset. Fairness point - try not to advantage Northside with CAHS
located so close to Clintonville. Concerned about 900 kid MS options. Clintonville is attached to WHS.
Dominion would like to keep special needs units - diversity! CHP Program - DMHI.
The 7-12 option creates too many issues operationally, socially, and educationally. What does research say
about schools within schools- see Round 1 option 2 - what does translate to students - share music, gym,
etc.? In each within own school? In each plan 100 students there one about 100 Cranbrook which is over
the 5 year projection? Or are you going to place in immersion programs? Concerns about such big middle
schools. All Round 2 options accommodate 1500 elementary school student at Ridgeview where Rd 1
options may accommodate 900 - is this about numbers? Putting Glenmont into Ridgeview/ Centennial is
divisive and creating problems in Clintonville - pondering putting Salem into Ridgeview/ Centennial feeder
pattern. Definitely need a better idea or what the immersion program looks like Ridgeview. All options that
make Ridgeview a 900 student school is not a good option. Is round 1 option 1/ option 2 a campus for both
one building with 7th grades is not acceptable and frankly scary to parents - campus with separate
facilities acceptable - maybe.
The middle school numbers seem high at 900. Immersion schools being their own entity on a middle school
campus. What is the cost of getting Whetsone out of the flood plain. WE feel we needed more time to
complete the questionnaire. Having equal knowledge of both Whetstone & Centennial Pathways made
reaching a consensus difficult. Why is Centennial option capacity so low with such a high waitlist.
Unsure about the effect or interest in locating the immersion schools at Ridgeview site. Cranbrook has a
beautiful site and could be a great option for an environmental-based program - possible lottery school/
program.
Would like to be sure infrastructure like sidewalks are around the schools. What will happen to special
education unit housed at Cranbrook? Winterset already has a high population. Stability for students at
Spanish Immersion/ Ecole Kenwood to follow a feeder pattern.
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Which group best represents you? Other
Individual Paper:
 Ad Hoc Committee
 CCS-Finance & appropriations committee
 Ohio State student and employee (2)
 Substitute teacher
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Web:
 After school exercise class instructor for the teachers at Cranbrook
 Alumni (3)
 An educator from a different district
 CCS parent consultant
 Former parent
 Friend
 Future parent (2)
 Grandparent (5)
 Homeowner/taxpayer in district
 My child attends ISE
 My zip code is 43055
 PTA board member (2)
 Volunteer-every Friday
 Wife of teacher
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Woodward Park Middle School
Is there anything else you would like us to consider about the Northeast Options as presented?
Individual Paper:
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A major concern is not using Woodward Park for school construction - the park and tennis court facilities
behind the school. Columbus schools would have to make guarantees on the successful use of any
building or grounds not used for a school facility such as Valley Forge. This responsibility needs to be
fulfilled. Middle schools should be kept on the smaller side. Understand that there are numerous reasons
but it's rather curious that the NE schools have a net loss of students transferring out to other schools. Does
this relate to the quality or perceived quality of NE schools?
Do not want any option that would use our Woodward Park for any use/school. We need to keep
Woodward Park as a park for Forest Park West and neighborhood to south.
I appreciate the amount of thought and respectful dialogue invested in the process and feel good about
the process. I represent a neighborhood by saying a strong feedback (obviously not all voices) is an
opposition to a high school construction on the Woodward Park middle school site. The current park is
open green space that tis actively used by neighborhoods to both the North and South. Moreover,
Woodward Park rec center is an epicenter for youth activity. There are many homeowners who never
factored such a high school placement and are not excited about the idea. Lastly, the current traffic
pattern on Karl Rd. is congested as is and a higher profile might cause additional difficulty accordingly.
P.S. Please see the group suggestion about high school construction on the Meijer site.
Keep Woodward Park on Woodward Park site - Do not destroy woods/park. Keep Northland on current
site. Add 2 more lanes for Woodward Park enter and exit. Maybe move students to Brookhaven when
building new schools.
Strongly disagree with HS on Woodward Park site. The site is too small for a HS and would destroy a
current park with mature woodlands. Any replacement elsewhere would not have mature trees in my
lifetime. I am not against consolidation.
Absolutely object to using some or all of Woodland Park for NHS. Site is too small for HS. Do not consume
park land. Beechcroft - consume athletic fields as a city park. No NHS combined with MHS.

The Woodward Park site is simply too small for a high school option, especially when athletic fields are
considered. The community would lose their park and rec center and the Northland area is already
underserved with both. I can almost guarantee strong opposition from Forest Park if that option is chosen.
There's already plenty of trouble with parking and dropping off kids as is. There is no turn lane on Karl and
no place to put one. Do consider a three story option for some schools. It would allow other sites to work
better.

Group:







Highest criticism: Replacing Woodward Park MS and Rec Center & Woods with any high school - please
don't put a high school there. New construction location - put a high school on the Meijer sire on
Cleveland Ave. Move Woodward Park to Northland HS. Collaborate with Columbus Parks and Rec so
they might expand their operating at Woodward Park Recreation Center.
If Woodward Park is chosen as the site of the new high school residents are concerned they will lose the
athletic fields as well. Many do not want to lose park land for a new school.
We don't want the city park - Woodward Park - to be taken over by a high school.
Woodward Park is not big enough for Northland and with sporting fields. Table feels that school and
sports should be all on same site.

All comments are unedited.

NORTHEAST COMMENTS

Linden-McKinley STEM Academy 7-12
Is there anything else you would like us to consider about the Northeast Options as presented?
Individual Paper:




Adult program spread out around city. Why can't Linden McKinley become a 9-12?
Keeping Linden McKinley as it is if it is cheaper.
Linden is an extremely high need area. Implementing adult education programs (and other resources,
Medicaid services/offices for community) is truly needed. There are many issues in the Linden and access
to resources is one of them. Providing them inside of the building for students and families is
overwhelmingly needed. Converting to 9-12 and implementing these programs is recommended.

Web:
None
Group:
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NORTHEAST COMMENTS

Northland High School
Is there anything else you would like us to consider about the Northeast Options as presented?
Individual Paper:




Beechcroft should be consolidated into Northland HS. The neighborhood Beechcroft is in send their
children to DeSales. Why would you close Northland, one of the higher performing schools in the district?
Northland has the space to a accommodate Beechcroft enrollment (enrollment is 1966 was 1800+).
Leave Northland HS open as a high school. If Northland is closed as a HS make sure Woodward Park is
moved there. Spread out the adult education programs throughout the city rather than house them in
one place. Get the middle school students out of Linden McKinley

Web:
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1 - Replace Northland at Northland Or Option 2a - change to combine Beecchcroft and Northland and
rebuild on Northland site. Northland already has updated and decent sports facilities, and I don't really
know of a property in the area that will have the space for all HS needs, and is centrally located within
high percentage of walkers. I find the idea of Northland moving to Woodward Park and commuting or
walking of the sports teams to current Northland site as a crazy idea, and the back of Woodward Park is a
Nature Preserve, so no space for sports facilities.
I believe its best if Northland stays put. Do not consolidate or move the facility. If anything rebuild
Northland at Northland and sports facilities on hand. I'm a parent and home owner who has been walking
to events and supporting the kids for years
Rebuild Northland at Northland. All sports facilities are already there. The location is also centrally located
between 161 and Morse Road, which is where most of the kids that go to Northland live.
Rebuild Northland HS on current Northland site. Rebuild Woodward Park MS on current WPMS site. If you
must merge Northland & Beechcroft, then rebuild on current Northland site. A Facilities person said at the
Mon. meeting that the majority/high % of Northland students are walkers & live South of 161 & North of
Morse Rd. Why would you relocate Northland that is already centrally located for all those walkers? NHS
has a nationally ranked Stem Club Program. I don't understand how 2 options are to move Northland to
WPMS site. There is not enough space to build a HS & sports facilities. They can walk to sports facilities,
which means old Northland site. NHS has updated sports facilities (renovated track & 2 Brookhaven new
stadium lights, tennis courts, baseball & softball fields that are the best in CCS & can be played on when
other fields in CCS are too wet). For ex- 4/25/16 at NHS was baseball & softball games & huge track meet.
The whole entire NHS parking lot was overflowing into the edges, grass, street, people & CCS vans were
triple parked in 1 lot because it's lined for Band practice. There's no way that WP site can handle this
amount of parking. Part of Woodward Park is a Nature Preserve & can't be developed.
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Group:
None
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NORTHEAST COMMENTS

Valley Forge Elementary School
Is there anything else you would like us to consider about the Northeast Options as presented?
Individual Paper:





Impact of property values when Valley Forge closes. What can be offered to immediate area to keep
property values? To attract new residents and families? How to repurpose facility to provide a positive
impact to community.
Option to retain Valley Forge. Avoiding so can cause significant community impact.
Would like to see Valley Forge remain open. If Valley Forge is closed, what will be done with the empty
building? Property values will go down.

Web:
None
Group:
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NORTHEAST COMMENTS

Beechcroft High School
Is there anything else you would like us to consider about the Northeast Options as presented?
Individual Paper:




Our elementary school is Maize. If there is a new MS built @ Beechcroft site, it makes sense for our children
to go to that middle school. Not round 2 option 1a, 2a, Round 1, option 1b. Do not bus them to Medina
MS. Smaller middle schools make sense to me. Middle school is a very hard stage. Less kids at the school
may help individual friendships be built. Please consider distance from new schools when zoning. It does
not make sense to bus past a school to attend another.
Return to neighborhood schools - strengthens neighborhoods/communities, reduces transportation costs,
redistrict neighborhood boundaries. Consolidate Northland/Beechcroft - By renovating Beechcroft, move
Woodward Park to Northland. Make Linden ad adult ed school - utilize athletic facilities in other
capacities.

Web:
Beechcroft is a historical school. Mifflin should close instead.
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Beechcroft needs to consolidate and feed into Northland.
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NORTHEAST COMMENTS

General Comments
Is there anything else you would like us to consider about the Northeast Options as presented?
Individual Paper:
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1. Would like to see neighborhood school sent he Mifflin community. 2. Would like to know why CAHS has
not moved into Linden McKinley? 3. School choice should be parent choice and start a discussion about
transportation. 4. Would like to see there types of meetings in the Mifflin community.
Achievement by students. Programs. Achieving equitable funding for programs.
At the April Forest Park Civic Association meeting it was stated the 'site to be determined' for construction
of the new high school (to replace Northland HS) would be the park portion of Woodward Park, with the
school taking over the athletic fields. Many area residents are concerned about losing their park and not
having access because it is a school property. In general, I favor keeping schools open, even with smaller
student bodies. I attended small schools that were 'blended" and student spirit suffered. I also graduated
from a small, very competitive HS, and felt it was the key to getting into a fine college later.
Don't agree with schools of 1200 capacity, seems very large and easy fro kids to be overlooked. Some of
the options have Maize students attending Medina MS when a new MS would be on the Beechcroft site.
You would be walking past the school.
Have you taken into account neighborhood issues that will create climate issues with combining certain
high schools impacting student and staff safety? Have you considered putting CAHS at Linden to increase
enrollment at the District's Flagship high school and consolidating Linden's students at Beechcroft,
Northland, and Mifflin High Schools? Size of large high school (1800) what is the management plan for
safety and personalized academics?
High school 1B acquired site purchases. No use of parkland.
I'd like consideration of going back to neighborhood schools and eliminating cross-town bussing.
If we build an 1800 student high school, we should site it mare toward the Easton area. That area seems to
be a void (high schools) in relation to the city's population growth.
Keep Northland HS. Ms. not > 6000 students. HS not > 1000 students. At end of process, no empty schools
nor empty school sites. Keep Global Academy - plus offer ESL in all HS and MS and ES. Very concerned
about future of Northland HS. Do not take out park at Woodward Park to build HS athletic fields.
Larger high schools, smaller middle schools, Linden 9-12
Leave current HS open. Possible move NHS to Meijer lot. Possibly move Woodward JH to NHS land. Do not
put HS on Woodward JH location. Do not take our park and rec center.
My children attend high and middle school here in Columbus. As a family we come to this country July,
2015. I am interested to find a program that can help my children with math and English.
Please do not consolidate any high schools.
Please make sure your projected enrollments are accurate or have a little more room. I have been in
"new" schools that did not have enough room for all the students. Smaller school and Linden McKinley 912.
Reduce HS (consolidate), acquire new site.
Suggest - have more than one adult ed site to accommodate travel and location. Build a new middle
school for Linden McKinley feeder OR have 6-8 combine into one of the elementaries. Why throw the
Linden kids into Mifflin?
We believe programming is essential to focus on. If Northland and Beechcroft close, create a new HS with
programing to mirror Woodward Park and elementary feeder schools. Woodward Park new build on
Northland site will provide community feel and safer walk for students.
What would happen with the kids? Where would the swing space be?
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I've lived in the Cranbrook neighborhood for 46 years. I know all the teachers and the principles that have
come and gone. My daughter is on the faculty and went to Cranbrook as a child. It's always been the
safest school and the safest neighborhood. The children feel safe with the faculty and playing outside.
There's plenty of room for expansion. The whole neighborhood keeps their eyes and ears open for any
disturbances and fortunately there is very little. Cranbrook has always been outstanding especially for the
special needs classes. There are at least 5 classrooms with developmental disabled, special needs,
children with emotional problems etc. Everyone there works together to make it so successful.
I feel that the sports facilities and buildings should be on the same land. I feel that the buildings should be
renovated. The locations of the existing buildings are good. Where in the Northland area is there space
for a combined HS? What are going to the students at are at the current locations? There needs to be a
plan to allow existing students the opportunities to graduate. Is there any way not to add new students?
I think one of the NE elementary schools should be rebuilt on the site Spanish Immersion is moving out of or
another elementary should be added on that site.
I thought we were stressing neighborhood schools. Most options are placing kids far away from their
homes. This means long bus rides and no support at the school for after school activities because people
can not attend due to distance and time!
I will not let Cranbrook close!
The northeast schools have large enrollment, good scores on testing students and parents from other
areas want there kids to be enrolled at these schools please leave it alone. Consider downsizing the
amount of CPS board members
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1. What commitment does the school board have to the community when they shut a school down? My
concern is that the buildings will be left abandoned. 2. Adult Ed needs to be flexible - both nights/
weekends/morning classes.
Does not want park land taken. Does not want any 7-12 buildings.
It is hard to have input being a product of CCS. To have a school close would be heart breaking.
Neighborhood and social issues will create climate and safety problems / concerns if high schools are
combined.
Keep Beechcroft, Mifflin, Northland, AND change Linden McKinley to 9-12. Move the Adult Ed. Build MS
for Linden.
Reduce HS (consolidate) acquire new site. Build another HS. Should be closer to Easton.
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Which group best represents you? Other
Individual Paper:






Alumni
Northland Alumni
Parent Consultant
Past parent of 2 students
Somali

Web:
Children and grandchildren have attended CCS
Friend of staff member
We have 2 graduates from these schools with college degrees

D

R

AF

T





All comments are unedited.

T
AF
D

R

This page is intentionally blank

SOUTH

T

PLANNING AREA

D

R

AF

COMMUNITY MEETING COMMENTS

SOUTH COMMENTS

High Schools
Is there anything else you would like us to consider about the South Options as presented?
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Individual Paper:
 Consolidating Marion-Franklin with another high school would be nothing short of tragic. Marion-Franklin
has a thriving, unique, community very active alumni. Have we lost all sense of the value of community?
Community promotes investment; investment promotes community.
 I believe that Marion-Franklin high should stay on site with a reconfiguration of the school.
 I have been a part of Merion-Franklin for 30 years. My son is a senior at this high school and out support
system from the community is great. My son loves this school he played on the basketball team and the
coaches said he can come back and help out with the team. If they close this school he will not be able
to do that. I would but really hurt to close a school who has so much pride from the kids and the families!
Before you make any decisions think real hard about the kids & the families who love and support this
school! My son would be so hurt to close the school he loves!
 Keep Marion-Franklin open re-build.
 Keep South (7-12). Keep Marion-Franklin,
 The CCs district closed all feeders to South. Why now, are we asked to make up for decisions that were
made by professionals who clearly said not have our residents and students in mind. South was build as a
HS. It should stay a HS. Move the gifted school to anywhere else and let Siebert open there.
 Keep South 7-12. Keep Siebert open you guys are looking at the size of the building. Why don't you just fix
Siebert up.
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Web:
 DO NOT CONVERT SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL TO A MIDDLE SCHOOL!
 Marion Franklin High School has great potential to expand. The land the school is sitting on is big. This
provides the opportunity for children to have additional learning opportunities. The Marion-Franklin
community has a Community Opportunity Center located on Lockbourne Road (inside of the old Berry
Middle School) which offers adult education classes. There is also a Urban Farm as well. With the
expansion of the high school, a opportunity center that already exists, and a Urban Farm the community
will be enriched tremendously. The neighborhood is becoming more diverse. And the generational gap is
closing due to residents and collaborative efforts. . Some things may be inevitable however, individuals
should be provided the opportunity to become educated, so current barriers can be eliminated.
Group:
None
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Siebert Elementary School
Is there anything else you would like us to consider about the South Options as presented?
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Individual Paper:
 I would like to keep our school open for Siebert elementary the way it is PK thru 6th grade. You say we
have the right to pick our children's schools. And every child counts. Then keep them open. The other
school I can't walk to I have a disability and I don't want my children ride a bus and weave no one take
can drive them to school. If not my three children will do home. Siebert and south high school is like family
people we can trust. They teacher are children ESL and are for the children who have learning disorder
and behavior problems and ADHD children.
 In all of these options, Siebert closes. According to all plans, Siebert consolidates with Stewart, however this
is not a consolidation. Our students who choose to some to our building will be forced to go to another
building. If it is a true consolidation buildings, staff and students merge together - Siebert is the only building
that is really not given any options. If you keep saying (we) have choices, options, please actually give us
more than one!
 Siebert and South the same now. PK thru 6. High school 7-12th.
 Invest in the neighborhood in the buildings that are there. Do not tear down buildings. Invest in the
programming. More the Siebert staff to a new school. They have a good program that people want. In a
district of choice, that is important. You can't be a district of choice and then close down building /
programs because of a low neighborhood use if people are choosing to attend the school.
 Siebert Elementary need to stay open due to the students and staff. It's one of the best South side schools
you have left. If you close Siebert then not only will you lose more students from the district it will cause
more fighting, slow down education of these students, make transportation harder. Why close when as a
tax payer not minding the renovation if needed to keep the school open. Majority of my family are
Siebert students. If you are going to make changes - stop building new. Repair what is wrong with our
neighborhood schools. Keep the South side. The South side.

D

Web:
 I disagree completely with consolidating Siebert Elementary with Stewart Elementary. First, it would not be
a true consolidation. Only about 60 of the 320 Siebert students will be placed at Stewart, the rest would be
placed back into their home schools or their parents could try to lottery for Cedarwood (the only other
lottery school on the South side). Siebert is a lottery school that parents have chosen for their children. It is
not reasonable to put most of the Siebert students back into their home schools, which their parents have
already chosen against. It is also unreasonable to assume that the academic programs at Siebert are not
unique and students will receive the same education at another building. Students at Siebert receive an
excellent education because of the entire staff as a whole - I think parents will have a hard time finding
the same experience at another building. I think we should maintain Siebert as a separate school on the
South Side, but move the school to Beck Elementary. Based on the Gifted Academy options, it looks like
the building will be vacant. It would keep Siebert as a separate lottery school for the South Side. We owe
it to the South Side parents to offer them lottery options other than Cedarwood and Stewart, neither of
which have the space for all of Siebert's students. I think it is quite ridiculous that the only data taken into
account for this plan comes from a facilities management perspective and enrollment data. What about
academic data, behavior data, rate of transition, and the yearly staff survey? We are a school district, not
just a collection of buildings. We owe it to our students to make decisions that will benefit them
academically, while also have equitable facilities. I understand the need for many new facilities, but I
would like to see more academic considerations entered into the conversation.

All comments are unedited.

SOUTH COMMENTS




I'm disappointed that Siebert would be closed. The small school has a sense of community lacking in larger
schools.
Keep Siebert open! Why not put the Columbus Gifted Academy at Siebert and allow Siebert's staff and
student body to move to Beck? Or just leave it be! If you read through the data that you are presenting
most people have stated that they would prefer smaller schools, however all of these plans seem to
include a push to put schools at maximum capacity. Which makes sense monetarily, but is that what will
be best for the students? NO!
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General Comments
Is there anything else you would like us to consider about the South Options as presented?
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Individual Paper:
 I have no opinion on high school sight now, but I do want to lease Siebert elementary alone. Leave Siebert
alone in that school. I think Siebert school stay open where it is currently.
 I would like a school that has sports program.
 I'd like to see 2 middle schools and 2 high schools (MFHS and South) for the South side community.
 It is important to have K-5, 6-8 & 9-12. There needs to be 2 high schools because both can't combine.
 More ESL programs please!
 Keeping South high school as a HS, however remove middle schools. Marion-Franklin for renovated 750.
South 7-12. Is possible to remove the middle school out of South high school -> place kids with Buckeye or
new middle school. If we converted to Marion-Franklin site alternative that was adjusted to modernize the
school.
 Moler School need to be feeding into Marion-Franklin that will put our numbers where they need to be. rebuild the school. Using 270 as the ground zero to build 4 new high school SE/SW/NE/NW with Downtown
remaining and all schools set aside their legacy to reform and rezone our school system.
 More ESL programs please!
 Please consult students!
 Previous renovations in the district have not been very good. Linden McKinley's gym floor is buckling. Aim's
impact has rooms on the outside walls which freeze in the winter and bake in the summers. Do not put
middle school students and high school students together! Do not replace Marion-Franklin - really renovate
it. Bishop Watterson is the same age as Marion-Franklin but it is nice.
 Rebuild and upgrade for career opportunity.
 Thanks for all of your efforts and herd work. I trust that the decisions made will be thoughtfully considered. I
know that change is difficult, yet often necessary in order to spark growth. newness! I support the system.
we've got to do something for the future of our youth.
 The city of Columbus should provide a paid (by the city) urban planning position to the district to make
certain that these decisions are being made with Columbus residential terns at the forefront.
 Will we see data (parents/ tax payers) be given data about academic and discipline data for South side
schools that have been rebuilt/ renovated to see if the outcomes justify the expenditures and changes for
students, families and communities? Will families of Siebert who students are not consolidated with Stewart
going to be given special consideration for CCS open enrollment? What is the timeline for Siebert
consolidation with Siebert? All option have Moler communities / students / family changing schools.
Web:
 1. In Elementary Round 1, Option 1a and Option 1b and Round 2, Option 1a and Option 1b, the proposal
moves Southwood Elementary into the Marion-Franklin pathway. Please reevaluate and choose a school
further south than Southwood if you have to move a school from the South pathway to the Marion Franklin
pathway. This proposal has Southwood located on the map in the wrong location (where the old Reeb
Ave. school is located) and much further South than it actually is. Southwood is very close in proximity to
both Stewart Elementary and South High School and it doesn't make sense at all to move it into a different
pathway. Also, it would split Merion Village into 2 school pathways and make it harder for the
neighborhood to be engaged in their school. 2. South 7-12 could become a more viable option for
parents if it was re-branded as South Middle School and South High School that just happen to share the
same campus. Parents perceive these schools as being the same, but they are separate. 7th and 8th
grade students are not interacting with Seniors. A part of the reason parents fear sending their kids to South
All comments are unedited.
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7-12 is the perception their kids will be in the same hall with 18 year olds. Bexley has both a middle and
high school on the same campus, but brands them as separate. I think we can work on this perception
issue and make South Middle School seem like an attractive option to potential families.
Buckeye needs a new building. Looks like you all know that. I recently re-read an old dispatch article
when the buildings like Buckeye were built in the 60s and the architect was praising the wonderful new
material known as asbestos that was used in the new buildings. Time to get away from that. Should add
both Stewart and Southwood to Buckeye pathway. Move Watkins to South/Moler pathway. South is a
beautiful historic building, but not middle school friendly. I'm not sure it's even HS friendly any more. Our
city needs a brand new, state of the art, High School on the Southside. As long as South HS is used for a
good purpose, people will be happy.
Fairwood and Moler needs to be rebuilt not remodeled. They both are depressing setting for students. Bugs
and mice are everywhere.
Grade spans of pre-k through 6 not working well. 6th graders too aggressive in elementary settings.
I agree with certain schools should such as Livingston and Fairwood should go to East High School. I
believe that Marion-Franklin should be renovated and add a Career Technical option. I don't think MarionFranklin and South should be consolidated we need both schools on this side of town.
I currently work in a PreK - 6 building. This grade configuration does not work!
Please do not move Southwood Elementary into the Marion-Franklin pathway as proposed in several
options. It is not located on your map in the right place...it is actually much further north and much closer
to South High and Stewart Elementary. Moving it would essentially split it's neighborhood into 2 high school
pathways.
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Group:
 Why are people leaving? Suggestion - Move Siebert to Beck- Move GT Academy to another facility.
 1) "I like Siebert!" 2) Keep Marion-Franklin open. 3) Pain urban planning position from City of Columbus
 1) Can Siebert be kept intact, moved to another location (one of the other elementary schools). One of
them would in turn be split and consolidated with the other elementary schools. 2) All would like to see the
PK-5, 6-8 to 9-12as the only viable options. No 7-12 grades. 3) High school - propose the opportunity
center, the NW HS & career/ tech options all into 1. 4) Can there be just one alternative behavior school online learning.
 A summary on the website would be helpful. Round 2 1b: If rebuild was on Beery site, group agrees, but
no further. Group prefers rebuild on current M-F site. If civic association groups would like district support to
facilitate conversation, is that possible?
 Add Moler back to South 43207 feeder pattern. This would put MFHS numbers where they need to be.
MFHS lost their numbers to this the district to highly recruited Downtown HS, metro, Ft. hayes, etc. Keep
MFHS - Rebuild it - update but do not limit it to career based. It must include science/math and college
based curriculum. An option to consider equity for entire district. Build 4 state of the art high schools using
270 (NW, NE, SW, SE) and bus all high school students except Downtown HS & Hayes. That way all high
school student communities fairly sacrifice their legacy for a new program.
 It's important to me that Southwood stay in the same pathway as Siebert & Stewart. There was consensus
that the P-5; 6-8; 9-12 school model. Concerned with gang issues in South High School and Marion Franklin.
Property size of current Marion Franklin works for upgrade.
 Our group wants to see renovation and investments in their neighborhoods. Would like to see life skills
taught in HS. Community is invested in this school- Marion-Franklin. Very unhappy with closing Siebert a
very good program. Like to have PK-6 and 7-12 because of less transitions. Did like the career tech
options.
All comments are unedited.
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PK-5, 6-8, 9-12 options very important. 1) HS Round 1 option 2 - South needs to be 9-12 2) HS Round 2
option 1a - South needs to be 9-12 3) HA Rounds 2 option 1b - South needs to be 9-12 3) New site needs
to be geographically close to current location.
Replace Marion-Franklin on site child care in High School.
Technical school in high school. (Career
Schools). Back to basic - home economics in schools. All High school need to revert back to 9-12 grade.
Siebert should 1)Move to Beck and keep the programs and alternatives. Marion-Franklin is one of the few
communities that still brings a family environment. It needs to be rebuilt and be the one high school in the
area. South should be a middle school option only. Fill it with all middle school students and change the
feeder schools.
W-> P-> CW -> SW-> Buckeye 6-8-> MF 9-12 L-> LP-> S/S-> FW-> Moler-> South 6-8-> E 9-12
We like South 6-8. Marion with career center to help out kids lean skilled trades and we like gradual
transition to aid families with a smooth change. Full support - continue to evaluate and address in a timely
manner. ESL small manageable schools.
Would like a 9-12 South and a 9-12 Marion Franklin.
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Which group best represents you? Other
Individual Paper:
 Alumni
 Alumni
 Alumni
 Alumni of MFHS
 Bring back 6-8. Don't change Cedarwood Alt. Upgrade and keep Marion-Franklin HS South- Middle school
 City Year Corps member/ HS alumni
 Former graduate of Marion-Franklin
 Neighborhood liaison for Southside, City of Columbus
 Siebert should stay open where it is
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Web:
 Chair of Southside STAY, a non-profit working to support neighborhood public schools on the South Side
 Member/Marion Franklin Civic Association
 Parent of CCS graduates
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CENTER CITY COMMENTS

Center City
Is there anything else you would like us to consider about the Center City Options as presented?
Individual Paper:




Consideration of partnership input of OSU Wexner Medical in adding additional schools to the health
sciences feeder pattern. Look at additional schools resources transferred due to the consolidation.
Remediation classes, teacher professional development.
Health Sciences Academy. Elements of neighborhood (conflicts in city i.e. gangs and or group affiliation.
Look at neighborhood attendance versus lottery attendance (many students are choosing to come to the
school for a reason).

Web:
None
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Group:
None
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CENTER CITY COMMENTS

Which group best represents you? Other
Individual Paper:
 Make CCS great again
 Substitute teacher
 Work at OSU with health sciences academies.
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Web:
None
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WEST COMMENTS

High Schools
Is there anything else you would like us to consider about the West Options as presented?
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Individual Paper:
 Combine Briggs and West High School at Briggs. Hiltonia and Highland to West High School as a K-8 /
Valleyview, West Broad, and Westmoor as a K-8 on Westmoor site.
 Combine high schools and middle school. Rebuild elementary. Take in consideration these school have
special needs unit. Make sure they are included in all plan options special need education is important
these student deserve the same resources as regular education students. This includes proper room, more
equipment, therapy areas, and play space. This is a high population on the Westside they are people too.
 Do not like big box space use. Once obtained for schools site. Eliminates economic opportunity.
 Eliminate Big box option!
 Keeping 2 high schools is main priority for west side.
 Look into shared spaces for West and Briggs high school. Possibly sports facilities and advanced labs. Big
box option upends on location (Round 1 opt 2c). Depends on programming (Round 2 opt 1b).
 My concern is: I like the ideas of big box in the West side with both schools together or keep both school
separated and repair. It will be nice if box to reconsolidate West and Briggs is in neutral zone.
 No big box!
 Not in favor of regional alternative vs. untraditional; "choice in neighborhood. Offer programs or tracks in
each building." Keeping West and Briggs --> Share an athletic facility maybe Westland Mall, Westgate
Park, city property. Westgate Elementary deserves a new school.
 The big box alternative opens more options for alternative education: arts, shop, STEM, etc. The regional
alternative concept is good for Westside and may be added to the big box. If a suitable site may be
found within the community not at its periphery.
 Traffic. Building space available at Briggs. Historic building (West). Options on the West side.
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 Rebuild Briggs, move both into a big box school.
 Retail site for big high school seems unavailable in city. most likely areas are in township. After redoing the
traditionally "black" schools of East, Afrocentric and Linden, abandoning West HS is a sure way to bring out
the no vote on any bond issue on the west side. After the last disaster at the polls and the failure of the
board to put up a levy when the president ran for re-election it is pretty plain the board's advisers know
little about who votes for city school levies.
 West could become a vocational school and Briggs a regular school. We need vocational schools
because not all children are collage bound. It is nice to have pretty schools but we need to maintain the
outside and inside. We have had good programs especially at West but were taken away like ACOT I think
you should make west a vocational school and Briggs a regular school. We need vocational schools and
West is close to COTA bus route. We had a wonderful program at West, ACOT, which was taken away.
There have been other great programs in our schools which are not maintained. Can we keep the schools
looking nice. Some schools the grounds look terrible. It looks like we will not be saving much with some of
the plans because kids will be riding buses. We need to invest in smaller class size which may mean having
smaller size schools. Busing will not raise test scores and test scores sell your schools.
 keep the high schools separate

Group:
 Athletic space at Westland Mall or Co op with city to use West Gate Park
 Do we have a community site for such a big box option?
All comments are unedited.
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Eliminate the big box option! Please!
If the district consolidates other schools then we would support it on the Westside
If we go with 2 high schools make West typical HS & Briggs a career center & have1 athletic team based
at West. We would like to see West keep STEM program.
Using Briggs as a career/ STEM-centric high school

All comments are unedited.
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General Comments
Is there anything else you would like us to consider about the West Options as presented?
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Individual Paper:
 Due to limited resources, I would like to see Franklin are have a middle school.
 I believe that Westmoor MS and Valleyview should both remain open. However when you discuss student
size you need to keep in mind the multiple disabilities units currently located in Valleyview and Westmoor.
These classrooms only have 8 students per class. Our special education students deserve to have the same
opportunities as their same age peer group and cannot be an afterthought. So many times special
education students are forgotten about and they need resources that are also not thought about such as
therapy rooms, sensory rooms and room big enough for students to not feel overcrowded and
overwhelmed with access to technology. The west side has a high population of students in multiple
disabilities, and other special education. And if you build PK-8 there needs to include a SNPS, MD 6-8, and
they need to include MD units at the high school to keep special ed students on Westside.
 Keep PK-5 schools because I think the middle school students should be separate from elementary school
kids. Keep the integrity of the neighborhood by keeping West and Briggs High School open (rivalry,
community) -> no big box; too cold.
 Look at community partners to help out with programs or share space if building where students are
decreased. PK-8th grade building. 4-6 building. 7-8 building.
 PK-8 Campus. PK-3 1 building. 4-6 1 building. 7-8 building. Elem. Mid.
 We absolutely need a career center on the west side. Students need to have options for career training.
I've seen so many students who are intimidated by college/think they are not the "college type". Because
there is no set path for them, they give in to apathy. They seem to think that "something will work out for
them eventually". Those students need options, they needs a clear vision ahead of them, they need to feel
valued knowing that we can accommodate their skills and desires.
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 The removal of our community schools, Elementary and Middle, will essentially reduce our property value.
As homeowners we deserve a community where our children can grow up and have a small school
setting. This enhances the appeal of our neighborhoods. I also have questions and concerns regarding
how Columbus City Schools will provide security for this "Big Box" school they so ignorantly think will work for
our students. Where will it be located? The closest warehouse buildings are located in industrial areas
which will be wide open for crime, loitering, solicitation, and many other safety and security issues. I
cannot trust that Columbus City Schools can make this type of building safe for our students. This is
obviously and completely money driven and Columbus City Schools has no respect or understanding of
what families need and want for their children.
 Valleyview is a wonderful neighborhood school. It has fantastic staff and few problems. It is in a safe area
with easy access from either Wilson or Hague. There is a lot of land on this site that would be suitable for
more development. This school and its neighbor Westmoor need to be kept open.
 I believe Avondale should be K-5 partnering with Starling 6-8 in the Franklinton area. I have heard Westside
parents very frustrated with CCS and they, including me, moved their kids at HS. CCS has promised and
promised with no delivery. The only way up is to go north or out. Westside schools need academic
programs i.e. advanced placement, international baccalaureate and other high end programs. Kids
achieve what is expected. There is a core group at both high schools and if you deliver they will fill up. If
you combine then you better deliver high quality programming, athletics, music and drama. If there is
extra room in schools put in health clinics which include mental and behavioral health.

All comments are unedited.
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We would like for you to consider the families that have grown in our community. Like many families at our
schools we have several children that have gone through the same elementary, middle and high school
together. So, we would like to see all of our children be able to attend the same schools that our other
children have attended. We have generations of families who tell stories of when they attended those
schools. So, I feel that we should try our best to not consolidate schools. We have long standing traditions
and rivalries that bring us together as a community. Our elementary, middle and high schools are known
throughout Central Ohio and the State of Ohio as some of the best schools when it comes to academics
and athletics. It would break the hearts of our children to have to tell them that the school they love is
closing. Thank you for you consideration!
Yes, I studied the options and see no option for retaining Highland ES, although map shows growth in area.
Have you been able to gather any direct input from the families in that area? I live just outside its borders.
The last thing the children on the West side need is more of a disconnect with their neighborhood schools.
I also do not understand how Franklinton shows growth while the middle section of the Hilltop shows a
decline. Based on my observations, the Hilltop has more school-age children than most neighborhoods.
These leads me to wonder if you were able to capture the demographics of the people who rent in the
Hilltop area. Often one rental unit will have many school-age children as the families live together. This is
also a mobile population. I have observed the children in my neighborhood waiting for the school bus in
the early morning hours for a long bus ride to a charter school in another neighborhood. This is tiring for a
student. We do not need additional empty retail space on the Westside, but I support the vision of having
public schools of excellence and with broad and deep programming and providing multiple physical
activity opportunities in the community for the students. West HS is an obvious choice to be such a school. I
would wish that Highland ES would also be such an obvious choice, especially if your map is accurate.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment. A1:A8
Yes, I studied the options and see no option for retaining Highland ES, although map shows growth in area.
Have you been able to gather any direct input from the families in that area? I live just outside its borders.
The last thing the children on the West side need is more of a disconnect with their neighborhood schools.
I also do not understand how Franklinton shows growth while the middle section of the Hilltop shows a
decline. Based on my observations, the Hilltop has more school-age children than most neighborhoods.
These leads me to wonder if you were able to capture the demographics of the people who rent in the
Hilltop area. Often one rental unit will have many school-age children as the families live together. This is
also a mobile population. I have observed the children in my neighborhood waiting for the school bus in
the early morning hours for a long bus ride to a charter school in another neighborhood. This is tiring for a
student. We do not need additional empty retail space on the Westside, but I support the vision of having
public schools of excellence and with broad and deep programming and providing multiple physical
activity opportunities in the community for the students. West HS is an obvious choice to be such a school. I
would wish that Highland ES would also be such an obvious choice, especially if your map is accurate.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment.
Transportation is a major issue we only currently have 3 busses that go to my children's schools (Westmoor
and valley view) we live in a dangerous area 1.999 mi away from school and they are considered walkers
and have no transportation available. I think its INCREDIBLY DANGEROUS for these kids in my area to have
to walk to school
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Hi! Hopefully I filled this out correctly! Thank you for the ability to add my input! Some of us work, have
smaller children at home, or may not have transportation, cannot always attend meetings on these
matters and we care as much as much as the next parent. I am excited and looking forward to seeing
these plans implemented, whatever they end up being, and how outsourcing these matters to your
company, will benefit our community. I love the options. I love the way things like demographics and
projected attendance, etc. are taken into consideration. I am just a little concerned with the
consolidation of elementary and middle schools, as our children are already growing up too fast and
seem to only want to model children that are within ten years their seniors. For example, If this
'consolidation' would entail our still mostly innocent second graders passing middle school age children in
the halls and such, I am concerned it would only further influence them whereas they should be free to
not have to deal with that change in environment until they reach middle school thus, changing schools
and usually their whole environment. Unfortunately, by seventh or eighth grade, a child has experimented
with the more negative aspects of life and, not always negatively, have begun to find and shape their
individual styles, personalities, and attitudes. Other than that, being a west-sider from a previous
generation of west-siders, I cannot say I'd be totally comfortable with half of our high school children being
transported to this 'big-box site' and us possibly losing West High School and all of it's beneficial programs.
We are in an area that desperately needs extra-curricular activities, among anything else that could
possibly improve the neighborhood and/or raise moral. Thank you so much! Good luck and God bless!
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Group:
 An alternative HS options. Liked/ favored ES/ MS/ HS program separation. Allows students to adjust at each
phase of life. PK options are considered favorable that incorporates more formal type learning. Some
discussion on small ES with PK programs - maybe 5th graders more to a middle school setting.
 Is there consideration of rebuilding Westmoor or Hiltonia on the HS campus? This would allow for smaller
schools (especially MS) to have additional academic options. Hiltonia on Briggs campus.
 Make smart financial decisions around ES/ MS and invest in HS decisions. R1 O2b opens options for
students. Suggest more hands-on. Or flip the schools. West = home. Briggs = Alternative.
 PK-8 Campus -- PK-3 1 building; 4-6 1 building; 7-8 1 building -- Elementary Middle
 PK-8 Lindbergh/ Hilltonia (consolidate - due to very low # @ Landenberg - 246). Vocational school - west
side is necessary!
 Round 1, option 2c - depends on location. Round 2, option 1b - depends on programming.

All comments are unedited.
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Which group best represents you? Other
Individual Paper:
 Alumni
 Community partner
 Veterans advocate
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Web:
 Columbus homeowner/taxpayer
 former parent and grandparent
 grad of West, live in area, taught in the area.
 graduate CPS
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CITYWIDE ALTERNATIVE PROGRAMS COMMENTS

Boys & Girls Preparatory
Is there anything else you would like us to consider about the Options as presented?
Individual Paper:
None
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 I am an 8th grader at Columbus City Preparatory School for Girls and I have a brother in the 6th grade at
the All Boys school and personally I think converting these two schools to PK-8 is a good idea. Being able to
be in a one gender school has kept me more focused and here I can be myself! Not only that but CCPSG
has a lot to offer once you step foot in the school, I have been able to do service learning projects as well
as join a variety of clubs and the work they give can be stressful but yet its challenging , who doesn't like a
challenge? Although I will be promoting to 9th grade soon I feel that CCPSG is an AMAZING school! It
would break my heart seeing either of these two schools being shut down, my goal is to come back in the
next 20 years and being able to see my children attending these schools. So I hope that this message
would not only persuade you but others as well to keep these public preparatory schools open! Thank you
for your time.
 I love the idea of expanding the single gender schools to K-8 buildings.
 If the Boys Prep school is closed, the Girls Prep school would also have to close due to Title 9 policies. Does
the district really want to close one of its top performing schools?
 The girls school is making gains and will have to be closed if the boys school is closed. I believe we need
to keep the girls school open. Therefore, the closing of the boys school should not be an option.
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Informal
Is there anything else you would like us to consider about the Options as presented?
Individual Paper:



1) Indianola Informal does not have a feeder high school. I would like to see a feeder high school. 2)
Move CAHS to the Africentric High School.
What about making Indianola 50%neighborhood to help relieve the overcrowding at Clinton ES in the
short term. If the middle school program must be separated, leave at current location on 16th Avenue.
Or move entire K-8 program back to Everett building to relieve overcrowding and waitlist.

Web:

Although I believe that the informal program should remain a K-8 program, I recognize the problems that
have arisen due to the physical structure of the current Indianola Informal K-8 building (old Crestview MS).
Most importantly is the disregard for fire code regulations in the lunch room. There are already 4 lunch
periods and yet, the fire code is in violation at every lunch period. This building cannot safely and
effectively accommodate the needs of this program. As an Indianola parent for 9 years, I repeatedly
hear from staff that the small classrooms designed for a middle school do not allow teachers to fully
implement the informal program. Here is my proposal but one that hinges on whether or not the district
still owns the property where the former Douglas Alternative building stands off of east Broad Street and/or
can quickly get out of its current lease. This building is an "open space" building. If Indianola K-5 teachers
are truly dedicated to their informal philosophy, this building may suit the needs of the K-5 program. Then,
the current Indianola K-8 building (old Crestview MS) could house the Indianola Informal 6-8 program - a
middle school in a middle school. Even if the cafeteria is too small, middle school students could eat in
other locations throughout the building as they currently do now. So instead of building a new middle
school for Indianola 6-8 on the Dominion campus, renovate Douglas for the K-5 and keep the 6-8 at the
completed building (current location).
Round 2, Option 2 for the Informal program, which I believe means building a new Informal high school
next to the current K-8 building is worth considering given high demand for the program. However, I
wonder if there is actually room on the property to build a new facility there without sacrificing the already
limited school yard space. I want to make sure an error in the consultant's current enrollment figure for
Indianola gets corrected before the process moves forward. There are about 50 more students than the
651 figure in these documents. Indianola staff brought this to attention during the 4/20 meeting. We
Indianola parents have some concerns about overcrowding in what is designed to be a small class size
approach to education, so any facility plan should take this into account. Indianola always receives far
more applicants than it can accommodate, so it’s critical for the district to foster this highly regarded
program without compromising the quality. As such, I'd like to see smaller class sizes restored whether or
not the district ultimately moves forward with an expansion project. Thank you for the opportunity to
weigh in on this process at the early stage.
The citywide informal program MUST have a max classroom size of 22 students to be able to maintain the
Informal Philosophy. And keeping the classrooms at this size will allow it to stay at its current location and a
K-8. Take this philosophy that is clearly working and highly sought after and model another school location
after it! It's working—recognize that and use it to better CCS!! The Informal program also NEEDS to have a
feeder pattern to high school and I think this should be CAHS and/or Fort Hayes. The Gifted Program
needs to be extended to 3-12 or have a specialized feeder pattern to an extremely high functioning high
school like CAHS. The Gifted Program NEEDS to be located at a well-equipped facility and stay central.
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There is a huge factory building vacating on Indianola Ave. next to the Marzetti Factory. Just a thought for
a new site for the Indianola Informal round 2, option 2. Thank you for seeking our opinions!
This is an addendum to an earlier response about the possibility of moving the Indianola Informal program
K-5 to the former Douglas Alternative building (renovated or replaced) and leaving the Informal 6-8 in the
current location (old Crestview MS). My current 8th grader worries that the district would then "fill up" the 68 school with random kids from all over the city who are having difficulties in their original schools like what
happened this fall with the "October surprise". These children have had difficulty assimilating with the
culture because they were thrown into a situation where students have been together for 9 YEARS - no
wonder they don't feel included. Instead of "filling up" the Indianola MS 6-8, why not have the Hubbard
Mastery school K-6 or K-5 students and the Indianola Informal K-5 both feed into the Indianola 6-8 program.
I am guessing that these two programs might be the closest in their teaching and learning philosophies. It
would also alleviate the need to have Hubbard Mastery feed into Dominion or Ridgeview in those already
popular feeder patterns. If Douglas is not owned by the district, other options for the K-5 Informal program
could include Duxberry (if it is moved to Fort Hayes) OR the original building on 16th avenue near
campus / high street NOT the middle school at 19th between N. 4th and the railroad tracks. They seemed
to make it work in that building before the middle school idea came along.
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Immersion
Is there anything else you would like us to consider about the Options as presented?
Individual Paper:



For Dominion please make PK-8! Otherwise, give us a middle school option that presents an immersion
program. Keep Downtown as it is!
I would like to see Ecole Kenwood feed into Ridgeview with a French program beginning in 6th grade.
Our teachers would like to help develop a program for our students to mainstream into Ridgeview with
French language. The Immersion Campus would be lovely (but only for true immersion programs).
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I want to see sports opportunities and more arts in the CSIA for the middle school. It gives the students a
sense of pride in their school and something to look forward to. CSIA should continue with the K-8 program
at the new location or have a middle school created and geared just for the immersion students to
attend.
As a teacher at The Columbus Spanish Immersion Academy, the only option I want to see is that of Pre-K
to 8. We used to be a K-8 building and the test scores were some of the highest in the district. It takes 5-7
years for students to become fully bilingual. With our program ending now at grade 6, we do not have
the opportunity to show you the growth that is such an important factor these days in justifying program
efficacy. in addition, our former K-8 configuration provided students and their families with the sense of
belonging, security, and academic achievement that made our program successful.
Columbus Spanish Immersion should go back to being PK - 8 - that was one of the reasons I put my child
there.
Historically, since the 1980's, and currently the atmosphere, a precise administration styles guiding Ecole
Kenwood and Spanish Immersion have been very different. This amounts to significant differences in
school culture. Different styles and cultures can be appropriate but in this case I think you would do a
disservice to both by housing them in the same school building. Both schools just got new buildings with
some room to grow. Do not turn around and over-crowd them again by housing the programs together.
Also, proposing that students from the immersion programs be fed into schools with historically
questionable / low test performance and / or known behavior issues within the student body is no way to
help the programs promote parental and student full long term commitments to the programs. I was an
Ecole Kenwood student when the feed pattern was to Mifflin MS. Mifflin was known to be a "rough" or
behavior problem school. The feed to Mifflin was a primary reason that my class of roughly 25 5th graders
dropped to 8 6th graders. Please, please, please don't repeat history.
I believe that being PK-12 would be a great idea because if students are multilingual they could make
more money in their futures. They can help with people who don't speak English, or if they are struggling
talking English, that person (future student) could speak the language that the person speaks. And
hopefully with more money, they can help the homeless, etc.
I heard that the PK-12 will have multi languages and it would be nice for my child to learn them because
my child dreams of owning their own shop. And if she starts off as a person who helps people who can not
speak a language. I know those jobs give good money. My child might be able to raise enough money to
make their dream come true.
I think that CSIA should be K-8th grade. I also think that they should have middle school sports. It will
provide students another outlet and also help enrollment numbers.
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I am a teacher at the Columbus Spanish Immersion Academy. I have been with the program since the
1989-90 school year. Even though our student population at the time was small, our parents were fully
committed to the program. They believed that the opportunity we were providing their children was
invaluable. They recognized the importance of learning a second language at an early age and how it
would benefit the students in the future. So strong was their support, that they helped raise funds for and
participated in trips to Mexico organized by the staff. While in Mexico parents witnessed first-hand their
child’s ability to function in a Spanish-speaking environment. It was successes such as that that motivated
both staff and parents to visit the idea of adding a middle school component to the program. I sat on the
committee of staff, parents and community members that proposed and planned the phase-in process of
grades 6 – 8, and was the first “middle school teacher.” By the time we had all three grade levels in place,
we had a strong middle school team that worked hard to give our students as close to a true middle
school experience as possible in a K-8 setting, and that included giving high school credit for algebra and
Spanish 1 & 2, and opportunities to participate in sports. You can imagine our surprise and disappointment
when, without warning, we were informed a few years ago that we would be losing our 7th and 8th
graders who would be placed at International High School. That decision was made without input from
our staff or our parents who did not like that change. This became evident to us as we learned that our
students were leaving International to attend school elsewhere. Parents were not satisfied that the
immersion process did not continue at the high school level. Research has shown that it takes 5-7 years to
acquire fluency in a language. We feel that those middle school grades are crucial to the students’
language development and fluency. When we had 7th and 8th graders in our building, we saw a
measurable increase from 6th to 8th grade in all communication skills in Spanish.
I am a teacher at the Columbus Spanish Immersion Academy. I would like to offer an important historical
perspective as the district moves forward with plans for our current K-6 program. When I began at the
school 18 years ago, we were just beginning to add the middle school component, as was the desire of
staff and parents at the time. Initially, we lost some students whose parents wanted a more traditional set
of offerings, including sports programming. However, a few years later, we stopped losing students, as
their parents realized the benefits to the small school, family environment that a K-8 program offers. When
the district created the International High School, I served on the planning committee, and was excited
about the possibilities offered in the process. Our parents were thrilled at the chance to continue the
language and cultural offerings. Then, three (maybe four) years ago, administrators chose, without input
from staff or parents at CSIA, to pull our 7th & 8th graders out of our building and house them at
International. Initially, though daunted by the lack of community input, we were supportive of the idea of
expanding offerings for our students. The last two years, however, many parents have expressed
dissatisfaction with the 7th and 8th grade programming, and have begun pulling their kids out of our
program at the 6th grade level to put their children into other 6-8 options (including private schools and
charters). Moving forward, I feel that our students would be best served going back to a K (or PreK)-8th
grade model within one school building. Our students and parents were well served by this configuration,
and staff at our school prepared those middle school students appropriately for their high school careers.
In addition, educational research has shown that true language learning takes 5-7 years to gain
appropriate fluency, and continuing in the program with Bilingual / Immersion trained teachers would
allow students to develop their language skills without interruption. Parents can make up for sports
offerings through local community or Parks and Rec programming, and students will be prepared to join
those teams in high school. Appropriately staffed classroom teachers can offer options for higher level
students in a small school setting as well. In addition, I believe if the district drilled down the data gathered
district-wide about grade-band configurations, my opinion would be supported by the majority of
language immersion parents who responded. I hope this analysis is possible.
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I am both a parent and staff member at Columbus Spanish Immersion. As a parent, there are many
advantages for my daughter in returning our program to a K-8 (+preschool) model. 1. stability in the
program—the school community is like a family 2. parent dissatisfaction with middle school options—
International & other MS programs. There are very few CCS middle school programs that have a positive
enough reputation for me to want to enroll my daughter, I would start looking for options outside of CCS
3. continuity in the language teaching (better continuity with staff all in one program) For our school and
district, there are also many advantages: 1. additional 7th & 8th grades allow our program to show
progress (Immersion program language learners initially make a slower transition and then surpass nonImmersion results). This is important because our school is in Focus status 2. staffing—there may not be
enough students to support creating a separate program for 7-8 that includes staff qualified to teach all
languages 3. continuity in language teaching- our program is currently undergoing a transformation in
learning and implementing dual language instruction and working toward bilingual education
certification—grades K-8 should be able to work together during these changes and communication
between K-6 and 7-12 has not been effective so far
I would like CSIA to go Pre K to 8th grade at the new building.
I would like to see the immersion programs become Pk-5 and allow for a 6-8 program. Six grades should
be in a traditional middle school. We lose students going into 6th because parents want them to go to a
traditional middle school and do not send them to Columbus International with high schoolers. It would be
wonderful to continue our program with three separate schools PK-5, 6-8, and 9-12. Back in the day it was
always like that and it worked. I believe this will keep our numbers up.
Make CSIA and Ecole Kenwood Pre-K thru 5th grades. For 6-8th grades - a location for those students to
be in their own building together. Can learn each others cultures and what makes them unique, possibly
do activities together to present to the whole school and parents and community - to showcase their
talents. What unique programs CCS has. With the building of new schools for CSIA and Ecole there will be
empty buildings that could be used as an interim location while a new building (if that what is determined)
would be built to house those programs together. Hopefully successful this go round. The idea of
separating 6-8 into existing middle schools is archaic!!! That would be setting the programs back to the
way the programs started way back when. Every program has a start, don't end it by going backwards.
This is a great idea because a child could be at CSIA (Columbus Spanish Immersion Academy) from PK-12
and that could be beneficial because their second or third language could benefit over the years. That's
better for their future.
Yes! My children go to Kenwood and we couldn't be happier, except we have no option for middle
school at this point. Our kids will not go to International based on experiences of others. At this point the
only real option is to move them to another middle school in sixth grade, so they'd have to leave
Kenwood before that program ends, but we don't want them starting another middle school late. We
love the program at Kenwood. Our kids are thriving! I know next year’s attendance isn't filling up three
kindergartens as hoped. Could we go back to just two of each grade and keep our seventh and eighth
graders? Or could space be added now, before the building is finished? We've been told that there's no
way that we'll ever get our seventh and eighth back and we can vote for it, but it's a wasted vote since it's
not possible, so I know that many of the parents haven't voted that way. However, if you came to the
school and asked parents what they really want, they'd almost all say we want a PK-8. We all talk about it
a lot. This effects our kids in more ways than you even know. We need an option (and we need it soon so
more kids don't fall through the cracks). Thanks for listening!
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CAHS
Is there anything else you would like us to consider about the Options as presented?
Individual Paper:







CAHS needs new building that is centrally located. Downtown area since we pull from all over the city, this
area is more centrally located. 1,000 students too big for CAHS to function properly. Would need proper
library, enough admin and teachers, etc. Expansion = more district dollars for resources. i.e. 1b money, AP
programs, etc. CAHS is not a "program". That can be piecemeal replicated, it is a comprehensive, unique,
and high performing learning experience.
CAHS to Brookhaven site? If International remains at North
Move CAHS to Brookhaven site. New building.
Relocate CAHS to current Brookhaven location.
We oppose CAHS expanding above 800 students. In making out decision to stay in CCS, the smaller size of
the high schools (compared to Worthington or Dublin) we are a pull factor. Gifted Academy should start
at 3rd grade

CAHS was built in 1926. You have HS kids using an old ES building, ex. 6'7" teens using ES restrooms. CAHS is
excessively hot, students pass out & students can't focus in this environment. The current age of CAHS &
learning environment conditions need to change. The CAHS students attending & maintaining the high
standards & GPA have earned the right for better conditions in a new building & for the CAHS program to
continue with the amazing CAHS teachers & high standards students. The students, teachers & test scores
for CAHS have generated much success & national ranking. This CAHS should be the model for the rest of
the CCS district HS & set the standards for the CCS district. The CAHS teachers & staff are the best in the
district. Please either rebuild CAHS on current site which is centrally located in the city or transfer to North /
International HS (merge International & Global at Brookhaven). Set minimum GPA requirements for CAHS
entrance & maintain specific GPA yearly requirements or those students are removed & sent back to their
home HS. We've been told by CAHS teachers that the Gifted Academy is allowed to set GPA standards &
that CAHS has not been allowed to do so. This is not fair to CAHS & should be changed. CAHS has asked
for this for years but been denied. Gifted Academy should end at Grade 8 & not compete against CAHS
for the gifted students. The 8th grade Gifted students should have to lottery like the rest of the district for a
spot at CAHS.
I am adding responses that I have thought further about since the meeting on Wednesday. I am a parent
of two children attending Indianola Informal. Here is an idea that I hope you will consider: CAHS seems to
historically be a great fit for many Indianola students. Although I'm not completely opposed to extending
Informal through grade 12, I would instead like to see the District consider this: *Expand CAHS enrollment
*Earmark a portion of CAHS seats as a guaranteed highs school feeder path for Indianola Informal
students. *Keep remaining CAHS seats city-wide lottery as it operates today. I feel like this is a win-win for
schools that have seem to relate well to each other through the years, while still allowing CAHS to offer
openings for all students throughout the district. Thank you!
Instead of expanding CAHS, put some of its advanced classes in neighborhood high schools. many
people go to CAHS because programs are not available at their home school. Africentric should move to
a facility that reflects the number of students who actually go there. Some program should be moved to
share space at East High School, which has a lot of excess space. When possible, all lottery schools should
reserve 10-20% of seats for neighborhood kids. It's unfair to make kids go to a school miles from home
when there's a perfectly good school just down the street.
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Round 2, Option 3 for Columbus Alternative High School, which would involve an attempt to replicate the
program at satellite sites around the city, doesn't take into consideration the unique factors that allow
CAHS to remain the highest performing high school in the district, and consistently one of the highest
ranking high schools in the state and nation. The plans that should be considered for CAHS should focus
on expanding resources and enrollment, recruiting high-quality faculty and staff, to ensure students from
around the city have the opportunity to study at CAHS. Further, moving CAHS to North High School would
greatly improve the internship program at CAHS, as it is on a major COTA bus line. Students who struggle
with transportation could more easily complete their Wednesday internship at a number of agencies
located near High Street. The internship program is one that has been in place since its inception, and
schools from around the state are attempting to replicate the program.
Set minimum GPA requirements for CAHS entrance and yearly requirements. Rebuild the school in current,
central location, as current age of the school, and condition needs to change, the school is excessively
hot and students cannot focus properly in this environment. The students and test scores from this
program have generated much success and national ranking. The students attending and maintaining
appropriate GPA have earned the right for better conditions, and for the program to continue with like
minded, successful students. This school should be the model for the rest and set the standards for the
district. We've been told by faculty that the gifted academy is allowed to set GPA standards and that
CAHS has not been allowed to do so, this is not fair and should be changed. The faculty at CAHS is the
best in the district. This school should not be a lottery school.
Why not relocate CAHS to the new Africentric site?
You need to consider how high CAHS performs academically consistently each year. This is the only
school that is consistently ranked amongst the top schools in the state and the country by World News so
this school DESERVES to be moved into a new space to give these amazingly gifted students the
opportunity to learn in a top of the line building.
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Columbus Gifted Academy CGA
Is there anything else you would like us to consider about the Options as presented?
Individual Paper:





CGA has taken gifted programs for making schools affecting students like me. Would there be a possibility
to restore the gifted program or create a better gifted program?
CGA needs a great school in a central location. Mohawk, Indianola, Everett are good choices.
I am mad at CGA and the district for taking away my math teacher. I want CGA took away from my
school back.
Proximity to downtown is important for gifted program. Also, expanding it for PK-12 would be ideal. Young
children who are gifted struggle in regular classrooms because they are bored. Our daughter told us she
wishes she could have gone to CGA even earlier. She loves it and hopes to be in the school through 12th
grade.

Web:
We are so grateful to have CGA as an option for our son. It would have been wonderful if he could have
started when he was younger, but we so happy to have it now. We are hopeful that the program will be
able to expand to include high school by the time he is ready for it. This program will grow and it will help
attract people to move to the Columbus school district. We had been planning to move to the suburbs,
but stayed because of CGA. We are open to a renovation of an existing building, but timing must be an
important part of the consideration of that as well as any other options. If another program needs to
move out first, that building may not be a viable option. That is one of the main reasons I have listed
option c as a no. South is still there and the 2 high schools may not be ready to join in a timely enough
manner for it to be an option. A big box location could be ok, but it doesn't thrill me. Please consider the
location of the school and proximity to other opportunities and high ed facilities. It would be ideal if the
scholars could easily visit sites to be able to learn outside of the classroom. Thank you for your
consideration of all of these important matters.
With regard to the Gifted Academy. I would like to see a new building. This program is non traditional and
requires a non traditional school building. The traditional buildings are unable to accommodate the
needs of the 20 scholars max in a classroom. The space needs to accommodate the gifted mandate for
learning.
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Columbus Global Academy
Is there anything else you would like us to consider about the Options as presented?
Individual Paper:
None
Web:
None
Group:
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International
Is there anything else you would like us to consider about the Options as presented?
Individual Paper:
None
Web:


Maybe the international students could stay at the old North HS and CAHS could also move in--instead of
CAHS increasing enrollment, the international students could stay.
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Arts
Is there anything else you would like us to consider about the Options as presented?
Individual Paper:
None
Web:
None
Group:
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Is there anything else you would like us to consider about the Options as presented?
Individual Paper:
None
Web:




R

D



AF

T



An option needs to be included to leave the career / technical and academic programming at
Columbus Downtown High School alone. CDHS functions well with the combined programming and
students are successful. The location is conducive to using public transportation for internships and the
downtown area has a diversity of businesses available to match the programs. The facility is new and has
state of the art technology for teaching and learning. The student success rate is well over 90%. The
faculty and staff work collaboratively to ensure the success of the students.
I completely disagree with any changes to Columbus Downtown High School. The school was built to truly
give the students the experience needed to establish and build upon their careers. The state of the art
technology gives them the opportunities that would be lost if relocated. I have personally seen students
excel that would otherwise be lost in a regular high school. I hear such high praises from students and can
feel the love they have for their school. Each program was built in mind to give each student the
necessary skills needed for the "real world". That could NEVER be duplicated if relocated to other high
schools. Columbus City is giving the children the tools they need to be the best at the path they choose.
Taking that away would be a major disadvantage. As a parent of a current student, I have seen my own
child excel to be in the National Technical Honor Society. I truly feel that school is what made him want to
have that drive to give it his all. It would be a great disservice if that is taken away from the students.
Relocation would be equivalent to clipping their wings so that they could not fly. Allow them to spread
their wings, soar high above all and be proud that they are Columbus Downtown High School alumni!
If you are moving CTE programs from CDHS then it only makes sense to move the engineering program to
Ft. Hayes so that the Civil and architectural program can collaborate with the construction trades while
the manufacturing group can collaborate with the welding fabrication group. Manufacturing should
have access to overhead door to facilitate the movement of material since this has been an ordeal at its
present location (3rd floor).
Please do not close Downtown HS and move the programs to the regular high schools. It is so counterproductive when you are having the most successful career tech institution in central Ohio. We have folks
from the suburbs want to come to this school, why would you want to move back to the regular schools
and destroy the success? I went to DTHS and had a very successful career transition because of it. I spent
2 horrible years of high school in Linden McKinley and the reason I chose DTHS is because of it's career
tech environment, but most importantly there is no fight or any sort of distraction in this school! I met many
other students from other schools in CCS and they were just as professional and classroom and school
environment was top notch. You bring the programs back to the bad high schools you won't see the
success this school has created. I think it's time for the district to invest more on CTE not take away and
send them all back to those horrible home schools! Because you will see a decline on enrollment for sure, I
for one would dropped out had I not made the decision to leave Linden and came to Downtown.
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Q10 - The current Career and Technical plan does not include an option that leaves things as they are for
DTHS. Columbus Downtown High School had a completion rate of 92% for the 2014/15 school year and
has a capacity of approximately 80% for the 2015/16 school year. Ten years ago, the career and
technical programs moved AWAY FROM satellite locations (SE, SW) to this centralized location in order to
increase student access to mass transportation (COTA) and Internship/Career Field Opportunities. Which
work together to facilitate student success in fulfilling State required Career Work hours. Establish a
centralized location from which students from every high school in the district would have equal access.
Create an ethnically diverse student population The current proposal suggests closing DTHS and moving
BACK to satellite locations, effectively undoing the successful statistics of the past 10 years. Even keeping
DTHS and adding similar satellite programs would be to the detriment of the diverse learning community
currently there.

Group:

D

R

AF

T

None

All comments are unedited.

CITYWIDE ALTERNATIVE PROGRAMS COMMENTS

Columbus Africentric
Is there anything else you would like us to consider about the Options as presented?
Individual Paper:





Columbus City Schools should consider terminating the Africentric Early College PK-12 Program, because it
is too segregated and narrow in its curriculum. I'm a African American female with a child going to school
in CCS and I think the district should move on from cultural segregation. Children should be taught to get
along with all races and cultures. Please discontinue Africentric early college PK-12.
Highly recommended consolidating. Africentric and Eastmoor Academy. Campus would benefit.
Eastmoor's academic success.
If Eastmoor is moved to a "new" building and it must be Africentric - please have the building renovated horrible / dirty building! (Africentric)
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Africentric Early College is a program that works (despite the many setbacks incorporated from opposing
forces). It is designed to engage students to be creative and expressive. This component of establishing
the whole student is inclusive. The principles are designed to educate and guide students to be great
citizens in our global world.
Africentric Early College students desperately need a new facility. As a proud alum, it would be more than
nice to have an up to par school and sports facility. I spent roughly 10 years of my life as a student in that
building and it's only as an adult that I can realize how lacking it is. Despite those shortcomings, Africentric
was a place that not only nurtured my academic hunger, but also was a safe environment for the
development of my self esteem and personal sense of value. I can only imagine how much more great
the experience would have been with an adequate facility. I believe it will serve as a source of pride for
students, parents, and the community. This is an opportunity to give hope and inspiration to a place that
has needed it for some time. It will allow Africentric students and community members to better "breathe"
in a space that is currently not conducive to the things the school is capable of. I do not agree with the
option of moving Eastmoor into the new building instead of Africentric. This has been a plan LONG in the
making. Somehow, we have been continuously misled into thinking this would become a reality. I have
been truly moved by the opening of the new school and relocation. It would be beyond disappointing for
this to, yet again, not come into fruition. I ask that you please take my comments into consideration. If
you would like to speak to me directly, please contact me. I am not the only alumni who feels this way
and I want to make sure that we are able to have our voices and opinions heard before any decision is
made.
Africentric has been a massive failure. I have heard countless stories from staff and visitors to the school
indicating it is just as bad if not worse from a discipline standpoint compared to regular non-lottery schools
in the district. It also creates a divisive nature as it caters to a specific racial demographic instead of
uniting people. From an athletic standpoint Africentric hurts every other City League team it plays due to
how small its enrollment is and how poorly they are competitively with the exception of girls' basketball
and even that team forfeited a state title because of OHSAA violations. Last season alone in the sport of
football it cost three schools, EA, MF, and WR spots in the state playoffs. The school should never have
been given athletics to begin with if it was designed as an academic program. As for Columbus
International it too should not have athletics. The district is paying a full time athletic director and OHSAA
fees for one of the smallest athletic programs in the district. All lottery-schools should not have athletics just
as CAHS has never had athletics. Those school negatively affect other CCS programs by draining athletes
from their home schools as well as hundreds of thousands of dollars from the budget since their inception.
Students attending alternative academic schools should be required to play at their home high school.
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Africentric is a joke. If not for basketball no one would attend the school. All you do is look at how
deplorable their academics have been over the years. Eastmoor has been around for generations yet
Africentric gets a new building, even for someone with only a high school education can see the
ignorance in that decision.
Africentric is a really good school!
CAEC has been waiting on a new facility since 2006. They definitely need it. I was a student there for 7
years and the condition of the school is definitely not safe. Please be considerate and go with the original
plan and move the school it's actually disrespectful to move a different school into the facility that was
PROMISED and DESIGNED specifically for CAEC. The students are outgrowing the school they are currently
in and have been looking forward to getting a new school to call home until graduation. Like I said I went
there so I know what the conditions are like. Especially in the summer time when we were in school and
the air conditioning was non existent we had fans! The conditions were inhumane it was so bad we were
relocated to AIMS for that summer that school year since not safe for students until they put air
conditioners in every single classroom and to see all of these other schools getting built but not giving
CAEC what they were promised is absolutely ridiculous and if any school earned it its definitely them.
Columbus Africentric kids and parents have waited several long years for their new school. I am the proud
parent of 3 CAEC graduates. Its not fair to them to just decide to close their school. CAEC helped me
instill values in my children that are not taught at any other school. They learned about more than Martin
Luther King Jr, Rosa Parks and Harriet Tubman. My sons learned how carry themselves as young men and
my daughters learned to respect themselves as young ladies. They learned about the adversity that they
may face in life and how to deal with those situations. CAEC is more than a school it's a family.
Giving the new building to Eastmoor Academy after promising it to Africentric since 2012 is wrong and
unfair. Maybe our school would look better academically if you didn't allow mass students that don't
show academic success in their prior school into Africentric along with outstanding behavioral issues.
I asked my grandson, whose a 5th grader at Africentric, what he thought about this situation. His response
was we had a ceremony when they broke ground to build our new school. And the adults should keep
their word and LET US KEEP OUR NEW SCHOOL!
I think Africentric needs a bigger school and it works for everyone being PK-12
In my opinion Africentric Early College has been given the shuffle for 10 years regarding a new building,
the students that attend this school work just as hard as students in other Columbus City Schools.
It doesn't make sense to waste all the money that's been put into this school to redo it for Eastmoor. Also
Africentric has been promised a school for years why take it away once they're finally about to receive it.
It has been promised to the students and faculty of Columbus Early College Africentric to move into the
new building that has been over the last 5 year plan. The students and staff have dealt with the poor
learning conditions for decades and deserve a new sense of a learning environment. Parents have
sacrificed and students have been promised to have a healthy school environment. It is very unfortunate
that the opportunity is promised and then stripped away from them. If the school is not being built for
Columbus Africentric, then what happens to the school and its legacy? What happens to the students
and their promise? They have been going by there looking at what has been promised and their
anticipation to move in is higher than ever.
Keep the AFRICENTRIC Program alive, the children and community deserve it.
Move Africentric to the new building and let our babies learn
My personal opinion is the new Africentric was built for the students who attended the old or approved for
next year it's won't be fair to try to change what was and is supposed to be leave it alone if schools need
a new building then build their own
Parent of 7 children at Africentric that was promised to move into a new facility and this happens? I am
totally upset that my children are lied to about their future at Africentric!
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Please do not allow Eastmoor to move into the new building promised to Africentric. This will have a
negative impact on Columbus City School on allowing a 'unique' opportunity to pass on enhance a
school that has struggled to survive against the odds. Its more than just a school.
Please do not close down Columbus Africentric. I am an alumni and that was the school I attended from
grades 1st-12th. Closing Africentric will displace basically THREE SCHOOLS (elementary, middle, and high
school).
Remember, if Africentric is closed, there are more than just high school students that will be without a
school. Africentric has middle and elementary students. In addition, it seems as though the powers that
be are pitting the community against themselves rather than letting the community holding them
accountable for their poor planning.
So what is your plan for Africentric if you move Eastmoor into the Africentric space?
That new building has been being built for Africentric for years now. The excitement and anticipation for
the current students and staff, as well as former students and staff should not be taken lightly.
The Columbus Africentric Early College program, has vastly strived for improvements. With the success of
early college graduates, along with the continued improvement and success of the athletics program
(mainly, the girls basketball program), this new school and facility is imperative to the growth of our kids
and young adults. It will help clean up an area, that has been deprived for years. Not to mention, the
attention and financial gain, that it will bring by having certain sporting events there. When it's all said and
done CAEC is the only option for that school.
The Columbus community do not TRUST Columbus City Schools and this switch to locate Eastmoor to the
newly built Africentric School is a prime example why!
The Columbus Early College Africentric program is a very good program to get our students focused on
their history and disciplined towards higher goals after High School. Do not discontinue a really valuable
program to the community.
Why take the school from Africentric? They have been waiting for 10 years on their building?
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Oakland Park
Is there anything else you would like us to consider about the Options as presented?
Individual Paper:


Oakland Park needs PK-8 - expand the building add 6-8. Then they can go to Columbus AH. HS.
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Is there anything else you would like us to consider about the Options as presented?
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As a parent, I would like to see a school designed for orthopedically challenged on their own site. Things
like appropriate rails, and other personable resources that students had at Colerain Elementary. My
handicapped child and I love AIMS, but I would love to see a specific building for our students.
CAHS -> Brookhaven or other new facility e.g. Columbus North, Columbus Gifted -> Brookhaven co-locate
Dissolve Africentric & relocate CAHS to Africentric Building
Consolidation will be critical and will depend upon enrollment in the available or proposed programs.
I don't feel like "Center City" is necessarily located in or around downtown. The % of a specific region(s)
should weigh far heavier in site placement than in proximity or downtown. Also, without actually
calculating the mileage, the distance to the north boundaries to "Center City" vs. the distance from south
to Center City seems far greater. Wouldn't a closer to center be near OSU campus. Linden area than
downtown?
If Duxbury is located to Fort Hayes then a dance studio needs to be the same size as the current. The
students need space in which to move and not collide. They need the ability to explore movement. The
studio size given to the middle school is way too small a studio that size would never work. A larger stage
or theatre space for performing would also be greatly appreciated - the size normally given to elementary
schools is too small for movement performance to take place.
If Duxbury is relocated to Fort Hayes Campus a new building would be ideal. However, a modernized
renovated building would also be excellent. The arts should be together.
If Indianola remains K-8 add CAHS as feeder HS if / when CAHS is expanded especially if / when gifted
program is 3-12. Indianola needs a feeder HS! Indianola K-12 campus at Starling current building on
Weber could be used to alleviate Clintonville crowding and provide a better neighborhood option for
University District / Old North Columbus,
International needs to be 9-12. Ok to merge with Global Academy but need to be 9-12. Need middle
school options for Immersion schools. Hubbard really is a different model. Kenwood needs a new middle
school option. Now.
Kenwood only has 30 6th graders for next year, Just send them straight to Ridgeview and give them a
special French class. Only if Centennial will become their path.
The Downtown High school came about 6 years ago to provide centralized education and transportation
to career center students. These students can now self-transport to their job shadows and internships and
be able to return and catch a school bus home. We can pursue alternatives. Distance learning - (Skype,
Periscope), Virtual Learning - Online self directed classes. Use some of the space to further engage
business / community out reach IT helpdesk. Coffee shop. Moving back to compass points creates an
impermeable roadblock to shadows and internships—see example bus routes to our internship. CDHS ->
Internship. Northland -> internship. Our students need work experience.
What if the boys school was relocated the Africentric program
With the introduction of the PETS program, kids are being ID's as gifted earlier. Columbus Gifted should be
a K-12 to make sure interventions as available to gifted children at any grade level. Columbus Gifted
should have a fairly centralized location - since it's a citywide school. Mohawk, Old Indianola MS or Everett
would by ideal locations to renovate for this program. Columbus Gifted also needs swing space ASAP for
expanding the program.
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Boys Preparatory Program must be maintained and with much increased focus by CCS & the community.
All Hubbard activities should be moved to Everett site - renovated or new build. Hubbard building to be
provided to community groups as an activity center. The Indianola Middle School building at 4th & 19th is
a registered historic site and any re-purposing by CCS would be severely restrictive. This building, with its
historical significance and open space, would ideally serve the community as an envisioned veterans
resource and community center. The building should be set aside for this purpose and not be allowed to
fall into the hands of private developers.
CGA is crucial to twice exceptional students in Columbus. Before coming to CGA my son suffered from
excessive bullying. He would complain of a stomach ache and ask to come home most days at 12noon.
The school was content to call me and send him home every time he complained. He missed his core
academic classes on these days, and I could not work. A psychologist at Nationwide Children's said he
likely has PTSD because of this bullying. If CGA had not been created, I would have homeschooled, even
though I strongly believe in public school. Many twice exceptional kids are not safe in traditional settings.
Our daughter is a 1st grader at Indianola. It is important to us that she stay at Indianola through 8th grade.
Dominion is a wonderful school, but it is very different from Indianola. If Indianola middle school students
were embedded in Dominion, it wouldn't be Indianola anymore. Dominion is a traditional school, and the
culture is very different from Indianola, with respect to families, students, and even the neighborhood. An
Indianola K-12 option sounds like a great idea, but many of the details are TBA, which is scary. I would
love for my daughter to stay at Indianola through 12th grade - she is happy and is excelling, and our
school is diverse. However, I am afraid that Indianola middle school students could be separated from the
Indianola campus. I do not support two different buildings - kids in one building for K-5, and in a separate
school/building for 6-8.
Do not increase enrollment in the alternative programs within the same site. An increase in enrollment can
cause the meaning of the program to be diluted. Please keep Downtown HS as is. The central location is
very beneficial.
Eastmoor and Africentric need to remain separate and Duxberry needs to move to Ft. Hayes campus
Spanish and French need to remain the same and gifted and talented need to change to more grades
Filling out this survey was extremely complicated and not at all user friendly.
For Columbus Alternative, it makes no sense to move to a different location only to build / renovate a
building to the same capacity as the current building. Better to stay on the current site and renovate for
the current capacity or ideally to 1,000. For Columbus Gifted Academy, keeping the program
somewhere centrally located would be ideal for the experiential programs with city partners. The two
options that make the most sense are renovating Everett or rebuilding on the Mohawk site. Old Indianola
MS could also work if the program develops more partnerships with OSU, too. A big box reuse or South
would be the choices I'd see as least desirable.
I find it interesting that students at Africentric have dealt with peeling wallpaper, rats running across
classrooms, non functioning bathrooms, etc. without complaint and instead of giving them what they
have been promised for years; a building they can learn in; you all are trying to give it to "more deserving"
students. Thank you for letting them know that you all truly do not care about them or their education.
Also, the failure to maintain French in all middle schools for Immersion students to have multiple options
when leaving Ecole shows that these decisions are being made without any regard to the future of these
children. French is spoken throughout the world and the failure of CCS to make sure it's students have
several options to fully learn the language for 12 years is a failure on the part of CCS. Put French back into
all middle schools at all levels and let Africentric have what those children deserve. One last thing,
Eastmoor Academy is one of the few schools with a pool and a decent swim team. Don't mess that up. If
the school needs some updating do so. But do not stop using that building.
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Do not mix the schools it only causes conflict that they will always have to deal with
I am concerned that now the options for CAHS continue to favor the North Side and the white community.
The idea of moving it to North / International--in the heart of Clintonville, completely abandons Linden. At
the very least, keeping it across 71 maintains a measure of equity--putting it downtown would be better.
Creating more spaces is essential--but quit favoring Clintonville in placement and spaces. Creating a
gifted high school is a path the District seems intent upon, despite the fact that we have absolutely
nothing to say that the Beck school is working because it's been open less than a year. (I'm sure parents
love it--who wouldn't love it?--expensive field trips for all!--but until a report card is issued to tell us that the
program is working, how on earth can the District justify expansion?) A related issue is that CAHS families
seem to think THAT is the gifted high school because it is the only school with IB in the District AND they
lobbied for a "lottery before the lottery" via GPA's. That is a pickle that was created years ago. We
continue to have schools that are under-enrolled. Pet projects of the last administration and board are
not attracting families (Boys, Ecole Kenwood) yet are granted new buildings. The city wide options need
to be CITYWIDE.
I feel that this is a good middle school but I believe this should stay a middle school
I feel that this school is helping me become successful in life.
I have children who attend both Ecole Kenwood and Columbus Gifted, so alternative programming is
important to us. My strongest opinion about Kenwood is that it should cease being a K-6 school if not at
the end of this year, then at the end of 2017. K-6 programming does not make sense with the current
pathway options available to Kenwood students. I'll just add, too, that I'm super excited for Kenwood to
move back to the Shattuck site for 2016. The Northgate building itself is fine, but that area is so remote and
our ability to be present and engaged at the school declined considerably when the school moved to
that location. The other options that had been given to us prior to 2012 and in 2013/14 (Indianola MS and
then Hubbard), were both preferable to Northgate. As far as CGA, I struggle with the idea of making it a K
-12 or PreK-12. Early identification of students as "gifted" is a complex problem and, unless there are clear,
accurate, and equitable options for testing rising kindergartners district-wide, I think leaving CGA as it is or
expanding to the upper grades is the best option. If, however, it is decided that CGA should become K or
preK-12, I could see that working from a facilities standpoint if the school was built in a campus setting as
opposed to a stand-alone building housing all grades. I think there is value in keeping the grade bands (K5, 6-8, 9-12) separated physically (I'm also not a huge fan of the idea of kindergartners riding on buses with
middle and high school kids). Lastly, the Beck location has been great from a cultural standpoint (German
Village is fabulous) and it's been relatively easy to get there considering it's proximity to I-71. However, if
the program does relocate, I would like to see every effort made to locate it truly as close as possible to
the center of the district to make transportation as equitable as possible - please do not relocate to
Northgate!
I like the idea of expanding Columbus Gifted Academy to younger kids, but possibly not all the way down
to Pre-K. Also, I think the school should stay centrally located if possible (like the Mohawk site) or even
move north, since most of the CCS district is north of downtown. What I've heard from parents of kids in a
language immersion school seems to favor the K-8 model.
I like the PK-8 concept for the boys and girls prep schools, however, what High School would these
students attend? I like the PK-8 Informal program better than PK-5, but could also see the program
opening up to more PK-5 students if the 6-8 had a pathway program (that pathway program could add
balance to the Ridgeview feeder pattern). I like the Global Academy and N. International HS combining
and constructing a new building for this traditional 9-12 HS @Brookhaven location.

T








All comments are unedited.

CITYWIDE ALTERNATIVE PROGRAMS COMMENTS

I like the option of co-locating the Indianola program at the Dominion MS site. My children are students at
Indianola, and I wish the program had opportunities for a wider range of classes, such as foreign
language and computers. I also wish it were possible for them to participate in a greater variety of extracurricular activities. Being co-located with Dominion would enable Indianola students to maintain the
fantastic informal program for most classes while also enabling them to benefit from the greater range of
elective classes and clubs / sports that are typically available at larger middle schools. They'd also have
an opportunity to meet more MS students from the area, rather than only having the same friends they've
had since kindergarten. (We LOVE the friends they've made, but it can be nice to branch out a little in
MS.) I know this option isn't necessarily a favorite among other Indianola parents, but with a 6th grader I've
started wishing that there were more available to him. I don't want to leave Indianola though, because
the program and the community are fantastic! I'd like to see Indianola become a feeder school for CAHS.
Many Indianola students end up going there, and it would be great if there were a number of places held
at CAHS for them so that they'd have a guaranteed path. Indianola students typically do very well in
school and many are identified as gifted, so they are likely to be successful at a school like CAHS and
continue through the entire program. The fact that CAHS loses so many students in 11th and 12th grade
because the program is too challenging for many students is unfortunate. Saving 50 spaces for Indianola
graduates could lessen that problem, as they would be likely to continue at CAHS through 12th grade.
Another suggestion for CAHS that is NOT related to facilities planning is that a minimum GPA be added for
admission, as that could help increase the likelihood that students will be able to remain at the school
through graduation. As for the CAHS facility, I love the idea of relocating it to a renovated North High. I
admit, I have a serious bias about this, as we live under 3/4 mile away from North. I also would prefer that
enrollment be expanded, as the program is so in demand. I've been scared that my son won't get in ever
since he was in early elementary. Finally, with regard to the Columbus Gifted Academy, it makes no sense
to turn it into a PK-12 program. Children aren't identified as gifted until at least 3rd grade. Who would be
admitted to PK-2? A random lottery would be completely inappropriate for this type of program. I would
be incredibly disappointed if this option were chosen, because it doesn't fit with the nature of gifted
education as I understand it.
I think it is really messed up that Eastmoor is even being considered to relocate to the new building that is
being built for Africentric. These kids have been so excited to move to the new building and know that
may not be an option plus the school plan is talking about ending the Africentic program all together. I
am not sure whose bright idea this is but its messed up and stupid. These kids have been together since
kindergarten now they may have to leave the teachers and friends that they know. This just shows that
the city schools has no value in a program that teaches African American youth about there heritage.
Without that program the youth will only get information about themselves during black history month.
There is more to us than just one month of the year to learn about Langston Hughes, Carter G. Woodson or
Rosa Parks. It is also crazy that you would make Indianola a PK-12 seriously? I get the school system is
trying to save money but education is about more then money. There is no price on education. This will
be very distracting to the youth. This will create more problems than you know.
I would like it if it held grades from PK-8th grade
It isn't fair to put in these kids minds where they're going to go and then change your mind at the last
minute. I believe everyone deserves a better building because it'll be much safer and up to code
throughout the seasons.
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I think K-12 for the gifted academy does not work due to differing development of students. 3-12 would be
better. I absolutely think you could create at K-12 Informal program IF you have the vision and
commitment to do it. It would be difficult to staff, but Worthington has a high school informal program to
look at. I am skeptical about CCS’s level of commitment to such a project. I do not think you could
replicate the CAHS program by separating it into 4 schools. I am not sure you maintain the IB program or
sense of community and emphasis on social justice you see at CAHS now. Expanding it at one location
would be better in my opinion. If you are going to have separate gender schools, I think you must have
both (by law). I think these programs work best when schools start at K, from the beginning, as proposed.
The successful single-gender urban schools you see in other cities often do this. So I was glad to see that
proposal.
I would like for you to consider moving next year's Kenwood 6th graders to Ridgeview right away. Not in a
"shared" space, but to move them there officially. There are not that many of them - less than 20, I think.
They would need to have a French class that teaches at the advanced level that they are, but my
understanding is that Ridgeview already has a French teacher. I would like for them to have a good path
and not be bumped around. For continuity, I would like for them to continue on with their classmates to
Centennial High School. I do feel that replicating some of the most sought-after programs in new places
would cause less stress for families who are desperate to lottery into a successful school. An example is
CAHS. I am not sure that it would be successful to have mini-CAHS schools in multiple existing schools, but
creating a second entire CAHS school across town would cause less stress to families, have fewer
disappointed students, would provide a successful program template to more children and would cause
kids to have to ride the bus for less time. There are quite a few under-filled high schools. Convert one to
another CAHS program!
If a girls program exists, a boys program should, as well. Offering a 6-8 informal program collocated at
Dominion could be a way to make space for current demand and begin to integrate the kids into other
communities. An informal high school could be an option if the program integrity was able to be restored.
Turning existing immersion programs into K-8 may make better use of language-speaking staff. Colocating 6-8 at Ridgeview could be a cost-saving compromise provided the staffing for language-based
courses could continue. But, repurposing the new builds (both Immersion schools and Africentric) would
be a reason for the community to think the district's word cannot be trusted given the builds were based
on an earlier promise. I don't think it will do much to help restore trust. A North / Global partnership could
be an interesting way to help immigrant students transition to more English-based instruction while
providing Global students more international exposure. The Brookhaven location is important to that
community, though. Regional CAHS sites would be great, but I understand the programs are expensive to
develop and run. What is the cost for that? If we identify kids as gifted in Kindergarten, we should serve
them from Kindergarten. Support for this option is with the assumption a fair way to identify and place
students will be used. Putting career programs in each region is a great idea, but the community
education base that occurs with Downtown HS also needs to be preserved if possible. It also seems like it
would be expensive to run all of those programs in multiple locations. If each region had a different
program, students would have to travel across the city to get to the program they want, and district
transportation costs would rise.
The first and best use for North High School is to return it to the neighborhood as a pathway school -whether as a middle or high school. Please do not use that school for a citywide or alternative program.
This would be especially devastating if the neighborhood were to lose its high school. That area would be
the first neighborhood to have TWO high schools closed. Please consider the grassroots support that has
developed for the pathway schools in Clintonville! We don't need citywide / alternative schools here!
CAHS will do well wherever it is. Be strategic -- putting it at old Starling might compliment the new school.
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If some of the goals are to reduce cost, or at least try to be cost effective at the high schools, then it is not
quite understandable the expansion of the Gifted Academy with an option size of only 750 kids (K-12).
Most high schools (9-12) have that size and even the northwest area high schools are considered to be
combined into one high school. How can we justify a school of only 750 option capacity with a K-12
Pathway? Not one option included "keep program as is" so does that mean it is already determined that
the Gifted Academy will be expanded? if so at what cost? How effective has the program been this
year? Currently, not all GT kids have the option to attend, will that change? What is the proposed
pathway? Lots of unknown answers. If you consider moving CAHS to the International High School site,
what will happen to the athletic fields? Adding athletics should not be considered for CAHS. Nor should it
be considered anywhere if you try to replicate CAHS in each Quadrant of the District. Based on the
survey presented at one of the meetings, parents preferred a K-5, 6-8, 9-12 structure. Maybe the majority
of these proposal should also reflect those structures?
If you try to take that building it will be a war!
Immersion schools / Columbus International: the 7-12 format is failing our immersion schools. We need an
immediate solution to keep families in the district, and creating space at Ridgeview works. Allowing
Immersion students to take classes along with existing Ridgeview students would be ideal, while providing
appropriate French coursework. A long-term solution would be to create a stand alone languagefocused middle school. Gifted: a K-12 program will offer the best support for identified students in our
district. Some of the most overlooked students to be identified are students of color and those whose
families are from poorer SES. CCS already has staff working with these at-risk groups, but needs more
support. As for possible locations, moving into a renovated Everett or Starling MS or into a new build on
the Mohawk site would be spectacular.
Instead of pushing children who are in their last 2 years of school & currently invested in their program at
The Downtown high school out to other city schools, why not let the current junior/seniors finish their
program at The Downtown HS & not accept any new children at The Downtown HS. The Africentric
children who attend The Downtown high school are constantly slighted in a variety of ways – example: not
receiving timely info from Africentric i.e. Honor Society applications/information was presented the same
day it was due - please do not allow children currently enrolled to be relocated. The plan to keep
Africentric as it is, is a slap in the face! Those children have suffered in that old, dilapidated no toilet
paper/paper towel having school. As a school board member – have you taken the time to actually go
to Africentric and seen the sad state of affairs both inside & outside the classrooms ? If you haven’t you
are completely out of touch with the continuing declining conditions. It is a complete embarrassment to
CCS. Not to mention the handful of effective teachers that remain continue to get relocated to other
CCS schools.
Relocate CAHS to a central city location such as downtown, to East HS or some other central space.
Leaving it in the north sector is just providing more privilege to the north area and that needs to stop.
Consider allowing the East HS neighborhood students to have an automatic admission if moving to East HS
site. This would be a phenomenal location for internship opportunities with OSU East Hospital and many
other center city businesses. Starling MS site is also a good option for the same reasons. Just move it out of
the north. As for adding additional alternative programs at the MS or HS level, that is a bad idea. The
focus of our district should be on strengthening our neighborhood schools not creating new schools for
people to run to. This erodes the neighborhoods. As for gifted, how does one measure the giftedness of a
kindergartener? The concept of gifted is so over the top. Generally these are kids who are quite
intelligent but not exceptional. Some of the best experiences had by my "gifted" children are not those
obtained from being in specialized programs but those from being in classes with kids of all abilities. It may
not be the popular opinion, but real life experience trumps isolation / elitism any day and better prepares
kids for their future.
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Q10: Distribute Downtown HS CTE into Area High Schools. I strongly disagree with any move of Downtown
HS programs into other high schools because of the success the building has had since it's inception in
2009. The reason of its success mainly based on it's central location and ability to focus its resource (staff,
program, tools, etc.) in a single location and students and parents love to come to the building. If the CTE
are being distributed into many other buildings it defeat the purpose of the attraction of being a central
place. The fact that even suburban districts like Westerville, Upper Arlington, Grandview Heights etc. have
been sending students to this place explained how important and vital it is to have this CTE program
continue and be kept in the location conveniently, access provided to ALL schools is key that cannot be
ignored. You are also looking at the unnecessary financial burden the district may face (more busing
students to multiple locations, more staff needed for each building, more custodians, administrators, others
that could be streamlined the way it has been for the past 7 years). And the most fearful about the
proposal of distributing programs into area high schools, is that parents and students will be discouraged
knowing that they will not be coming to a central high school. Many of them "want" to attend because
the school is not like any regular high school so they can completely focus on their career programs
without any distractions from their home school. Many high schools are under-performed and it is not in
their best purpose to serve the career minded students and their parents who need a truly professional
environment to pursue their dreams. Many students and parents have quoted that they do not want to
attend their area high schools because of the distractions. If we take away their opportunity to achieve
their career dreams and force them to go back to their home schools it is doing a dis-service to those
children we are obligated to serve. Many high schools have issues on their own, fighting, discipline,
untrained staff, lack of resource, teen drama, etc. and the option suggested that we will divide our
resource into area buildings instead of concentrate on a single proven success location, it does not make
financial nor academic sense. So please consider the negative effects on such proposal that divide our
career programs into different locations, is highly likely to attract less students and also decrease the
quality of the programs. Q11 Africentric building should be assigned to high performing school or lottery or
use academic criteria to enroll students. Previous attempts of assigning new buildings to under performing
schools (East, Linden, South) has proved that little improvement been made. It is time to experiment and
give other high performing schools such as CAHS or Eastmoor and newer facility.
Read the plans and like many of them. CAHS should be expanded. Like gifted and arts schools Close the
Africentric school. There are not enough students. Very costly.
They not getin our school
This would displace three schools all at once. This a K-12 School. Eastmoor has a high school. This does
not make any since to let Eastmoor take the new building and close the other school.
Transitioning from elementary to middle school to high school requires the schools to have the same view
and standards; not all of the schools in these options have the same standards and goals for their students
(i.e. foreign language focused needs to stay with the same language unless the foundation that supports
the other languages is strong - International HS is a perfect example of how the language immersion fails
terribly after elementary)
Would love to see Eastmoor Academy housed in the new facility!
The Immersion schools as well as CAHS have an unique culture and identity. Therefore, locating the middle
schools for immersion and CAHS will be absolutely detrimental for these programs. Regarding the
Immersion schools they should be able to expand once again the program K-8. Both schools used to
provided these grade bands and they were very successful. As a parent of a CAHS student I have
experienced how my daughter is growing and loving her high school experience. She feels accepted
and challenged. I strongly believe that her personal experience is because, CAHS is a unique place.
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Standard grade bands across the district! If we like K-5, 6-8, 9-12, or K-6, 7-9, 10-12, or K-6, 7-8, 9-12. Just
choose one. And make the choice based on research as to which models are best educationally for our
kids! With so many wonderful options available, we need our students to be able to choose the ones that
best work for them. These needs change as students develop and find their interests. When grade bands
are all the same, a Duxberry student who finds they are more interested in STEM can move to one of our
STEM programs without having to join a K-6 school in 6th grade. A language immersion student who has
found that their talents and interest lie in art, can move to AIMS without having to decide whether to finish
the K-6 immersion program and join a 6-8 program part way through, or leave the first program early. We
give our students great choices, but then tie them into a program before they are old enough to really
know their needs. At the meeting it was expressly stated that no program should be moving from a new
to old, or old to old building. Please do what is best educationally for our students. Some of these
programs have immediate needs. Columbus Gifted Academy has already outgrown the building it is
housed in next, and based on the difference in sizes of the middle school classes leaving in Spring 2017
and incoming in Fall of 2017 a new space is required. A new or renovated facility is exciting, but in the
end can we consider a swing space to accommodate our population so that the program can continue?
On the subject of the Gifted Academy, starting at K should be based on recommendations from the
gifted department as the PETS program and MAP testing in early grades begin identifying a diverse group
of students across the district. I believe this will be happening soon, but pushing the earlier start prior to
more equitable identification I believe will, and should, backfire in public opinion. Regarding the
Immersion program. This is another program that needs some immediate consideration, not waiting for the
10-15 year plan. Please help us come up with viable options for all of our middle school students. The
current pathway to North International does not work for many of our students. The 7-12 program is not a
good educational model and is reflected in the school. Is it possible to consider moving the students into
a pathway to a conventional 6-8 middle school, with the option of one class a day starting in 6th grade to
continue their language learning. By middle school many of our students are beginning to make choices
as to their interests. The choices available in a traditional middle school including GT strength classes in
math and ela, sports, computer classes, full week band / orchestra, and many other middle school options
would be very valuable to the students. Since both CSIA and Ecole Kenwood are both moving into their
new buildings and are just starting next year to grow, their current 6th grade needs are fairly light. Moving
the 6th graders into an established middle school with a single class option for each language to continue
their learning seems like it should be viable. As the programs grow, the middle school renovations,
rebuilds, etc. should begin to occur allowing planning for the larger number of immersion students. Thank
you for taking the time to ask for input. Please consider educational research and student needs over
strong opinions, even mine. In the end, the main focus of these plans needs to be about doing what is
best educationally for the majority of students in our district.
There should be ESL classes at each high school throughout the district. After working with these students
for years it is more beneficial to learning English when they take classes at their home high schools
because those sites are easily accessible to them and their parents instead of having them drive halfway
across the city to a single location. Also the newly created 'sheltered ESL sites' have just created large
clusters of students who continue to use their native languages instead of them trying to learn and speak
English on a daily basis. These sites should be broken up and the students returned to their home schools.
The Columbus International program should be disbanded and the students returned to their home
schools. The program has been a waste. It was created to immerse non-native French and non-native
Spanish speaking students into the languages but instead a large percentage of students who go there,
primarily Hispanic (Spanish) and African (French) backgrounds are already native speakers so it defeats
the purpose for which it was originally intended.
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These conversations are helpful. For most options I don't have strong opinions because I am newer to the
district and don't know a lot about them. I do appreciate the thinking that programs need consistently
strong enrollment to justify building whole new facilities specifically to house them. I think co-housing some
programs in shared building might be helpful. Regarding the gifted program, I strongly support a 3-12
program, and feel K-12 would only be best if it doesn't take resources away from identifying giftedness in
children whose parents might not have known or sought out testing / early identification. If K-12 will
endanger that, I don't think it's best. I fear that children who are identified later would have trouble
securing a spot unless the school is built in a way to invite an influx in 3rd grade and beyond and you keep
k-2 smaller. That might be good. My preference is 3-12 and still repurposing citywide elementary schools
with enrichment and training teachers to watch for / identify giftedness. If 3-12 or K-12 I also support a
building design that minimizes all-day long contact with largely different age groups. Maybe physically
separate buildings on a shared campus, or very well-defined separate wings for elementary / middle /
high.

Group:
Career tech moving to high schools: Concerns 1) Students would not want to change high schools to
attend a program. 2) Special ed students could be impacted by having fewer services of career
programs are scattered throughout city. 3) Lots of money needed to make CDHS function as a high
school of it's intended to use no gym, no auditorium for example. 4) Might have to end up with more
career tech teachers to cover programs. 5) huge transportation costs. Boys school -- Makes no sense to
keep a program with only 150 students. Definitely increase to K-8 option.
Columbus Gifted Academy having a HS in a different building than the ES / MS. If Downtown HS moves
out to the various communities, CAHS would be a good fit because it is located Center City.
Combine CAHS and international together! Brand new CAHS! Building! CAHS Rules!!
Convert Boys & Girls prep to K-12. Indianola informal needs a high school path. CAHS - 1st choice. Need
east location for Career and Tech. Need to relook at lottery process.
Do not undo what you have done - doesn't make sense. Didn't agree with the decentralizing. Increase
options to other schools.
Gift -- Gifted needs to be K-12. They like Indianola Everett & Starling. Total disagreement of the 3-12 gifted.
Mastery -- Definitely not sending kids to International. Mastery and Immersion are not the same. Duxbury -Rebuild but separate from AIMS - want bigger dance space. Immersion -- feed into Ridgeview with French
classes. Kenwood teachers would help side by side buildings not co-locate with Spanish. Stay part of
community. Global -- merge with International but only as 9-12. Columbus Downtown -- Stay the same do
not dilute programs. Centrally locate better internships. Google classroom - redesign. Tiered virtual
classroom. Cream of crop. Make it the Pathway to jobs of the future. Opportunity School.
Immersion -- Staff at Kenwood have not landed on a preferred option. 1a is preferred with program at
Ridgeview to continue language option (could be intermediate option). North International -- 9-12
configuration. No preference North vs. Brookhaven although great to put CAHS in renovated North.
CAHS -- Open more college -prep HSs. Look at Eastmoor example. Gifted -- Need intermediate option.
Location not important. K-12 , not PK-12. 9-12 implementation needs comprehensive plan from outset.
Pathways. Standardized grade bands. Educational models. Location not the most important.
Indianola K-12 site would need changed equity K-12. Why is Hubbard in Immersion Plan? If City Prep &
Africentric are not working what are they doing to better serve that population.
Locate CAHS at Brookhaven site with new building. New location near downtown HS or central. Eastmoor
to Africentric.
Move CAHS to the Downtown High School and move Downtown programs across the schools. Have a
campus style set up for CGS. Do not put K-12 in one building. Make CGA 3-12.
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Potentially have the Africentric closure option as a are location for CAHS. Alleviates elementary costs (not
have Eastmoor move). School pop #'s are low for Indianola and CAHS. All PK-5 / PK-8 / K-8 facilities
should have a complete pathway through high school. All schools with added enrollment must have
adequate number of staff / teachers and program space!
Relocate Columbus Gifted to Brookhaven site. It would be closer to population & have plenty of room for
growth. Include Stewart Traditional? If you are rebuilding CAHS, we think you should make it bigger, or
relocate to international? We had 2 people from Berwick AS. They were in favor of separating Berwick
into PK-5 and 6-8. Would a relocated Indianola Informal Middle have a dedicated pathway to
Whetstone?
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Which group best represents you? Other
Individual Paper:




Consultant
Grandparent
Veterans

Web:
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Alumni (10)
CAEC Graduate Class of 2009; former attendee of CAS/CAEC for 11 years.
CCS alumni
citywide commuter family by foot, bike, bus (school and COTA) & car.
Columbus city school alumni
Community
concerned resident
Family
Friend
God Parent
Graduate (2)
Grandparent (16)
HSRO
Indianola Informal Parent Consultant (call me if you want more opinions!)
Interested bystander
One of the original 15 teachers of Africentric , there are only 4 left in the school system!
Parent of alumni student that attended Africentric
Past Student
retired teacher ccs
supporter
tax payer (2)
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EAST COMMENTS

Africentric Early College K-12
Is there anything else you would like us to consider about the East Options as presented?
Individual Paper:



Africentric cannot fill their school currently and have been one of the worst performing since it opened.

Web:
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Africentric early college is a wonderful place for students to not only obtain early college credit, but also be
an atmosphere that is culturally enriched and allow students to know their culture and feel good about
themselves and their culture. Shutting down this facility that students and families have anticipated for years
and giving it to another school says to our students and families that they are not as important or as valued
as Eastmoor students. This is an injustice on many levels and the district should be ashamed to even
consider this as a move.
Africentric parents, staff, and students have patiently waited and anticipated the building of this new
school. The option that takes away this building and causes our school to cease to exist is highly unfair and
not a reasonable option.
I am requesting that the Africentric K-12 is allowed to move to its new site Jan. 1 2017 and Eastmoor
Academy remains in its current place! I did not understand your options to mark this as so. Thanks
I do not support any option that includes shutting down, giving away, or sharing Africentric Early College
with anyone, including the Board of Education. The Africentric Community has been patient in waiting 10
(entire) years for this new building. We are more than willing to welcome new students who sincerely want
to be successful but not at the expense of demolishing the dreams of current Africentric students.
My daughter is a recent graduate of Columbus Africentric and graduated 2nd in her class. She is now
attending an HBCU on a full ride scholarship. My daughter played basketball from middle school through
high school and my family and I have experienced first hand how the school has been slighted in the areas
of books, quality leadership and funding. Please do not make a decision to take away the one thing that
could turn the school around and make it a 'unique', safe, positive learning environment for all races.
My kids have been going to Africentric all their lives. We were supposed to get a new school years ago but
Whitehall was more important so we had to wait. Now you want to put another Whitehall school in place of
the school you said you were building for us? What about our children? I have one student that attended
Africentric as a legacy student that interned with Mayor Coleman for two summers who is graduating from
college August 5th. And two more Graduates approaching. One this year one in two years. Please do not
do this to our kids.
There should be no closing of Africentric, a new school is being built, the old school is so old and outdated,
the curriculum is awesome at this school, I had five grandchildren graduate from this school. I also was a
bus driver at the old school when deseg was implemented in the 70’s. The children of African heritage,
now an upcoming need this school to learn our history.
Why are you trying to give the new Africentric away to Eastmoor? Africentric has been waiting on this
building for 12 years, are you quietly trying to shutdown the Africentric school? Once again it is never
stated what would happen to Africentric if you move Eastmoor into their new building?
You've been promising us a new school for at least ten years. Why do we have to fight to keep a brand
new school with our name on the billboard. Our kids deserve better!
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What would happen to Early College if Eastmoor comes? Why can't Africentric be blended / All-city
lottery? Close another building and keep Africentric (small elementary split and have Africentric to be that
school. Math is wrong on Round 1 Option 1 (1a, 1b). Africentric program would phase out? Can Africentric
be an option at New Eastmoor?
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Eastmoor Academy High School
Is there anything else you would like us to consider about the East Options as presented?
Individual Paper:
 Moving Eastmoor into Africentric may be a difficult thing because Eastmoor has special programs that
prepare you for college Africentric concentrates on African heritage!
 The Eastmoor to Africentric is interesting, not sure if it would be fair to that community.
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 Data CLEARLY illustrates that EASTMOOR ACADEMY enrollment figures support the need for a new facility.
Furthermore, Eastmoor Academy, with the exception of East HS (on Academic Watch), is the only CCS
school with a medical pathways focused curriculum. The need for new biomedical laboratory space,
and in-class instruction renovations is dire. The Eastmoor Academy HS has a multiple disabilities
department which is FULL. it is also proven a rapid and steady increase in students with autism and
multiple disabilities. Ramps and ADA specifications will make it easier to enroll more MD students who
need adequate care and instruction. The proximity of the new Africentric site is the MOST cost effective
and wisest spending of limited district resources. Furthermore, Eastmoor Academy has the sports programs
to support the need for new athletic facilities. (South Division Football Champions, Girls Tennis City Runner
Up, Boys Tennis City Runner Up, Girls Basketball FINAL 4, Boys Basketball Final 4, City Track Champions,
etc...). Several Gates Millennium Scholars have hailed from Eastmoor and the school continues to perform
well socially, academically, and athletically in a school with severe deterioration and age. I commend
the Board for looking into the gross waste of money by giving Africentric (a poor performing high school
with low enrollment and NO multiple disabilities department, a new building. Maybe keep K-8 for AFR
(relocate to Johnson Park) but the High School program has failed. Serve more and serve them better
with Eastmoor Academy. EASTMOOR ACADEMY is currently the HIGHEST performing CCS High School
when considering ACADEMICS, SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED, ATHLETICS, BIOMEDICAL, MULTIPLE DISABILITIES,
THEATRE PERFORMANCES, PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT ETC. This is a no brainer.
 Eastmoor Academy has been there for years and years. Those very halls and classrooms hold memories
(both good and bad) for many past and present students. There is no way many of the now alumni made
it through high school, had it not been for the contributions Eastmoor Academy made in their lives. It
would be tremendous loss and shame if it were no longer around. It's bad enough that students deal with
overcrowded classrooms now and shared lockers and the list goes on and on but for the school to be
bundled with another school, would completely cause havoc. As an alumni of Eastmoor Academy, I write
this to take a stand and protect my alma mater.
 Eastmoor Academy in the NEW BUILDING - YES
 Eastmoor deserve to have the building we have incredible test scores and we had our old building for a
long time and it's time to get a new one. To continue our education in a new building. Please consider
giving us their building we really need it.
 I am an Eastmoor academy alumni that school has protected me and molded me to become the
successful women I am today . We deserve a new building and to keep our name so the legacies can
continue to grow
 Eastmoor is long over due for a new building. They are out scoring the other High Schools and should be
the first to be replaced or moved into the new Africentric Building. All of the High Schools deserve to be
redone and or updated because all the children deserve the best. Any schools without AC is ridiculous
and should not be around in 2016. It's nice to see planning taking place and I hope construction will
happen soon.
 Eastmoor should not move to the new Africentric site.
All comments are unedited.
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I am a parent of a Eastmoor student who is currently a junior and I realize these decisions won't effect him.
However, I do wish for this school to just be updated to the state of the art facility that it should have
always been. This school has the potential to be GREAT. A little attention to the outside would go a long
ways too. It may not be in the best environments, but it isn't horrible at the same time. The inside of the
school is so dark and dreary - It's time for some color and some vibrancy to reflect the type of children that
attend. They deserve at least that much.
I am in agreement to seek expansion plans for Eastmoor Academy but NOT at the expense of putting
them in the new facility built for Africentric Early College. This is what I have heard and I feel this plan is just
"WRONG."
I like to the idea relocating Eastmoor Academy High School into the Africentric Facility. I also would like
the Eastmoor Academy changed to grades 7-12. I think the Africentric Program can relocate in the old
Eastmoor Building or just eliminate the whole Africentric Program.
Keep Eastmoor Academy as Eastmoor academy. Do not move or consolidate with any other high school.
However, updates to the school is needed to elevate the school to another level and keep it a top school
in the city. There is TOO much history at that school to move or combine with any other school.
KEEP EASTMOOR AT THE BUILDING THEY ARE LOCATED!
No air conditioning at Eastmoor Academy
Please do not close Eastmoor Academy High School. As an Alumni and current CCS employee, it's my
desire to work there to reconnect with the foundation of what made me the person I am.
Please do not shut down Eastmoor Academy High School. This is a college prep school. Our students need
this school for the future.
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Walnut Ridge High School
Is there anything else you would like us to consider about the East Options as presented?
Individual Paper:
None
Web:
I picked the second round option 2b for the high schools because even though it cost more at the start it
has to be cheaper to run one large school as opposed to two smaller ones in the long run. Walnut Ridge is
the clear choice to be rebuild at 1200 students because of its great location. I have neighbors that like me
send their kids to Walnut Ridge instead of Independence because the school is closer to us. Why my child
would have to go to a school he can't even get to on the COTA is crazy. My husband and I also like it
because the area around Walnut Ridge is so much nicer and they have enough space to play sports on.



Walnut Ridge has a large campus and could stay on-campus while the school is rebuilt. Why is there not
an option to merge Walnut Ridge and Independence and rebuild on the Walnut Ridge Campus and put
Eastmoor in the Africentric building? The district needs to stop the process of transporting kids all over
town. Students should be reporting to their local schools . This would cut transportation costs and help
create community within the schools. Walnut Ridge is currently such an outdated, unsafe, and decaying
building. It speaks volumes about the district that they put children in these conditions while they build
new buildings for Africentric (declining enrollment, poor test scores). Walnut Ridge students, staff, and
families deserve better. Maybe the district should also considering maintaining building and not letting
them decay over time until its some huge issue and they have to build expensive new schools.



Walnut Ridge alone has 1743 high school-age students residing in their 'catchment' area. This is more than
any other school in the district. - Walnut Ridge already has one of the largest enrollments in the district.
Walnut Ridge is located on a very beautiful expansive campus. It is easily accessible and is the only High
School located on the far east side of Columbus. This is also another reason why Walnut Ridge must
remain open. Keep this in mind when considering this expansion plan. Thank you.
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General Comments
Is there anything else you would like us to consider about the East Options as presented?
Individual Paper:





Student population for MD students is a challenge in some school. I understand the need for inclusion with
some students but there is now a serious issue with some students with IEP's now putting normal student in
unsafe environments. Could you consider more schools for behavior students?
Sherwood moves into W.R. instead of Yorktown.
Whetstone/ Centennial NL. Mifflin/ Beechcroft East. Briggs/ West South. Walnut Ridge/ Eastmoor Indy

Web:

* Question: are the Walnut Ridge Athletic Facilities (football, baseball, softball, track, located in a flood
plain? *Independence has a new track, baseball, and softball facilities * Independence is currently
configured to accommodate orthopedic Handicapped students (elevators, ramps, etc.) * Mega schools
may increase crime and gang activity in the given areas. Police and district safety and security should be
consulted on how these plans would impact school and neighborhood safety * would it be possible to
make Berwick pk-8 a pk-5 school. those 6-8 middle school students could be combined with Eastmoor
high school students in the new Africentric building that is already set up for middle and high school
students. Saving the district over 17million dollars because they would not have to build a new Eastmoor
middle school. Walnut Ridge would both be 800 student High schools. this is a combination of plans
(ROUND 2 option 1b High School and Round 2 option1a pk-5, 6-8) but with no need to build a new
Eastmoor middle school. * Smaller High school would allow CCS athletics to stay competitive in high
school sports state wide by keeping most schools at a division II or division III level
2 Middle Schools One Alt middle school One large area high school One Alt high school * Should be the
norm for all areas E, S, W and N For Example East High School West High School North High School South
High School
Daughter already at Sherwood and I love the staff and administration. I open-enrolled my son at Walnut
Ridge because the area around Independence is awful and I live closer to WRHS even though
Independence is my son's home school. I didn't feel safe sending my son to Independence and it was too
difficult for him to get to summer football practice when he was at Independence because the bus takes
forever and the stops are too far away from the school.
How about combining Independence and Walnut Ridge?
How is special needs affected by the possible changes?
I agree with consolidating Independence and Walnut Ridge but a new school should be built on the
current Independence site.
I like the idea of the K-8 education motto. I intentionally selected this type of educational motto for my
child and have seen it work greatly with his educational advancement. I do agree with the numbers
about the overcrowding of the schools and feel that the lottery process should end to avoid this.
I understand cost does drive decisions but please consider what would be caused by combining 2 schools
specific call the walnut ridge/independence group. The school administration and security already have
a challenging time handling the incoming freshman/sophomore class as is.
Middle schools need to remain smaller and in the communities where the children live. If it's going to save
tax payers more than 30 million just by moving Eastmoor into the new Africentric I don't see how this isn't
the one and only option for the high schools on the east side. Why keep a failing program like Africentric
open with such a low projected future enrollment. Don't waste my tax dollars.
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Is the possibility of keeping Africentric as a path within EA and also going to James/Stelzer Rd facility an
option? Africentric is 100% lottery and the blended/regional option that EA would become may open
doors to increase enrollment back at the home schools we want to stay - Walnut Ridge and
Independence. Or keep all 3 and make Africentric a blended/regional option. There's no easy solution
except that if you look outside of the city, at the Olentangy's, Worthington's etc. There's one/two high
schools and because of it they are more competitive on a national scale. I don't know who scratches
whose back in this whole scenario but maybe making smaller schools or a smaller number of bigger
schools and properly allocating the monies involved for long term growth of the city are better solutions.
We have 6 CCS students whom received the Gates Millennial Scholar awards - where do you think those
children are going? Do you think they are going to stay in the confines of this city? Do you think they are
going to show love to a system that maybe didn't always show care and support? They are going to take
those degrees and they are going to go somewhere else. They will not be here, using that intelligence to
further this city. This was huge and is definitely not being properly cultivated. News like this attracts people
that make decisions in this town.
It doesn't make sense to spend that money refurbishing a school that's already made
It would be better for the area this way.
It's very important that schools are kept smaller to better meet the needs of students.
Keep smaller schools- smaller communities are more productive/ better community support. Kids don't get
lost and adults know kids, families, etc. Elementary buildings need more staff- 550 is too many little kids in
one space. When you put up new buildings make the kindergarten and first grade rooms bigger (or put
fewer kids in the space) Little bodies need more space to move- it is developmental!!! Also don't build
classrooms for 25 kids and then put 29-30 kids in that space....(example- rooms built at New Olde Orchard
building were built for 25 kids- i.e. 25 coat racks, 25 cubbies, etc.- then they put 30 kids in the room- doesn't
work) New buildings need windows that you can see the outdoors. Window should open- need air
circulation to keep kids/ staff healthy. Please make sure that all new building/ renovations have windows
that open in the clinic!!!! Natural light is import as is fresh air (read Florence Nightingale)--- Also
playgrounds need to have grass/ dirt/ trees/ etc. not asphalt!!! Thank you
My son attends Scottwood ES. The teachers and faculty are amazing. The school is in need of a complete
renovation. Which in my opinion should have happened years ago. The teachers are limited to what they
have. But we are failing our students by sending them to a school that is so outdated. My husband went to
that school and he said that it has not been renovated since he went there. Changes need to happen
sooner than later.
My wife and I are vehemently opposed to increasing the size of middle schools. Many are already
struggling to properly educate students and creating schools with larger enrollments would only make the
problem worse. We support rebuilding Walnut Ridge and Independence and moving Eastmoor into
Africentric because the school has such a low enrollment and its proven to be a failure when looking at
how poor their state report cards have been especially considering they're supposed to be college prep.
Giving them a brand new building didn't make any sense in the first place with other long established
schools needing renovated. Kind of feels like they've been catered to ever since opening while others are
neglected.
The cost is most important, as combining different schools because of safety.
Personally Round 2 Option 1b is the one our group at the meeting selected since it will keep WALNUT
RIDGE and Independence open and move Eastmoor into the new Africentric building. This is the most cost
effective option for tax payers.
Please keep in mind the level of integrity, admiration for their community, and school pride for each of
these transitions, and the level of commitment from the staff if each of these schools when making a
decision. In hopes of my questionnaire counting.... NH, CCS graduate

T



All comments are unedited.

EAST COMMENTS







Renovate the staff and administration rather than the buildings that are low performing.
Students do not always get along and more fights happen when two schools are consolidated
Taking into consideration the intense rivalry between Independence and Walnut Ridge High Schools, I
disagree with any options to combine these schools. If they must be combined, it should be staged to
allow a final class to graduate while incoming Freshmen would be attending the new school. The options
that rebuild all three High Schools at 800 enrollment could be bolstered by adding a technical school
curriculum. This may encourage students that do not wish to go to college an avenue to get a better
wage upon graduation. It was mentioned in our small group discussion that Walnut Ridge High School has
a large amount of property. This would be a great place to plan a community centric campus.
This high school option is the cheapest for tax payers and makes the most sense.
Tired of Columbus City Schools mistreatment of the black community
When comparing the Elementary and Middle School options I think smaller enrollments are better so I
selected Round 2 Option 1a. It is better for the kids and for leaning to take place. As for the high schools I
wholeheartedly agree that the best option is Round 2 Option 1b because it is the most cost effective for
tax payers like myself and would better utilize the space at the new Africentric building if Eastmoor were
placed there.
I'd like to see a new building built for the Broadleigh students. Both East Columbus and Fairmoor have
large populations and adding Broadleigh's students will compromise the programs there.
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Add tech school option to option 2 @ 800
All elementaries should have PK available. Keep 3 separate middle schools. Keep 3 high schools, with
Eastmoor moving into Africentric eventually. We prefer smaller schools to keep programming effective,
with smaller class sizes and better behaved students.
Consider a big box reuse option for Walnut Ridge/ Independence or a new consolidated large high
school.
Sherwood to move to Walnut Ridge. Why would you close Independence when so much has been
invested in the facility.
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Which group best represents you? Other
Individual Paper:




Children were students & student athletes
Independences Alumni. alumni 4 IHS, Inc.
Walnut Ridge Alum

Web:
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Alumni (7)
Alumni of Walnut Ridge (2)
CAEC Graduate Class of 2009; former attendee of CAS/CAEC for 11 years.
Columbus city school alumni
Columbus/homeowner/taxpayer
Eastmoor Academy Alumni c/o 2008
Family of affected parties
Former student (2)
Graduate (3)
Grandparent (2)
I am a graduate of Walnut Ridge (1978). I am also a concerned Resident.
Independence Alum
Parent and attended district
Parent of kids that will one day attend WR
Past Student
Proud Sherwood and WR parent
Tax payer
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